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CHAP. AV. 


Lord F's. Scheme. He viſits Mr. Har- 
court again. His Propoſal to Mrs. 


_— 


Selwin. That Lady rejefts it, and 


gives his Lordſhip ſome prudent Advice. 
 MONG the Number of Lord 


named Martin Jolly, This Man 
had ſpent a good Eſtate in Riot and 


Fes Companions, there was one 


Debauchery, and now liv'd by the 


Favour of Rakes and Spendthrifts. 


He was one they call'd a jovial Fel- 


low, becauſe he would drink, ſing, ap- 
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(18) 
plaud their Vices, and promote their 
ſcandalous Intrigues, by the baſeſt Ac- 
tions, and without Remorſe. 
Mr. Folly, hearing Lord F. was 
in London, went to pay him a Viſit. 
He was rejoic'd to ſee him at this 
Time, as he thought he might be of 
Uſe to him, in his Deſign on Louiſa. 
« Ohl Jolly!“ ſaid his Lordſhip, 
« I have been extremely fortunate at 
Halb, for I have ſeen the moſt beau- 
« tifyl Creature that ever exiſted. 
Her Charms beggar all Deſcription, 
% and the Poſſeſſion of her will make 
« me the happieſt of Mortals, Her 
« Name is Loui/a Darlington, and ſhe 
« lives in Oxſordſbire. I muſt deſire 
« you to go there, and get an Account 
« of her Family and Fortune 
« Here is a Direction. I need not bid 
% you be cautious, for no Man knows, 


« with more Addreſs, how to 9 5 
4g in 


PH 


& in an Affair of this Nature. Take 


e my Purſe——uſe it freely but 
« vet me good Intelligence, and let 
« me know your Succeſs as ſoon as 
e poſſible, for I die with Impaticnce 
« to throw myſelf at her Feet.” 
Lord F. having furniſh'd Mr, 7olly 


with a Horſe, and proper Inſtructions, 


he ſet out early the next Morning for 
Oxfordſhire, and arriv'd there in the 
Evening. He put up at an Inn about 
a Mile diſtant from Mr. Harcourt's to 
avoid Suſpicion ; order'd a good Sup- 
per, and drank freely. He invited 
the Landlord to ſup with him, and 
enquir'd what News was ſtirring in 
the Country. 

Next Morning, when he had Break- 
faſted, he order'd his Horſe to be got 
ready, and defir'd the Landlord to 


have a Fowl roaſted for his Dinner by 
FT wo Cheek. He rode towards Mr. 


11 -nn__ 


eee eG EE CCC — 
« 


1 
Harcourt's, to take a View of his Houſe 
and Garden, and to endeavour to get 
ſome Account of his Family, He 
ſurvey'd them with great Attention; 
but, as he could ſee no Perſon who 


was likely to give him the Information 


he wanted, he return'd to the Inn, 
When the Fowl was ready, he de- 
ſir'd the Landlord would dine with 
him. He calld for Wine, talk'd to 
his Hoſt about the Pleaſantneſs of his 
Situation, and told him he liv'd in a 
genteel Neighbourhood.” +. I ima- 
* pine,” ſays he,“ you have very good 
* Buſineſs here, for there is a great 
« Number of Gentry around you.” 
The Inn-keeper reply'd, he had no 


Cauſe to complain. 


« There are two large Houſes,” 

, faid Mr. Jelly, „about a Mile off, 
e that have delightful Proſpects. The 
« Gardens arc Uu and laid out 
_ in 


„ ( 21 ) 

te in a fine Taſte; one, I am inform'd, 
« belongs to a Gentleman, whoſe 
« Name is Barlett—— Pray, can you 
ee tell me, who lives in the other?“ 
« The other is Mr, Harcour!'s, Sir,” 
reply'd the Landlord, “and they are 
„Relations, for Mr, Bartle/!'s Son 


« married the other Gentleman's 


« Daughter, Both the Families are 
greatly belov'd, for they do Abun- 
« dance of good to poor People.” 

Mr. Jolly ſaid, he was glad to hear 
that but made no farther Inquiry, 
at that Time, After they had din'd, 
he ſaid he would take a Ride, and re- 
turn there to ſup, He paid liberally 
for what he had, in order to ingratiate 
himſelf into the Landlord's Favour, 


and to get from him the Intelligence 
he wanted, for he found he was no 


Stranger to Mr. Ilarcourt's Family. 
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(22) 


- the Evening he return'd to his 
Inn, and order'd a Couple of Rabbits 


to be roaſted for Supper. When they 


were ready, he deſir'd the Inn-keeper 
would ſup with him; becauſe, he ſaid, 


it was diſagreeable to him to eat alone, 
As ſoon as the Cloth was remov'd, he 
drank Mr. Bartleii's Health; and the 


_ Landlord did the fame, with a hearty 
good Will, They then drank Mr, 


Harcourt” 5, and the Glaſs mov'd pretty 
freely. 


When they had 4 ampli Couple 
of Bottles, Mr. Folly call'd for the third, 


and then enquir'd concerning the State 


of Mr, Harcourt's Family. The Land- 
lord inform'd him, that Mr. Harcourt 


had no Child, but the young Lady who 
was married to the younger Mr. Bart- 
Jett. That his Family conſiſted of 
himſelf, his Lady, his Daughter, his 
e in-Law, and their four Children. 

That 


( 23 ) 
That Mrs. Selwin, his Lady's Siſter, 
who liv'd ſomewhere in London, often 
viſited there, and always brought with 
her a young Lady, whoſe Name was 
Louiſa, and who was thought to be a 
Dependent on her, but he was unac- 
quainted with her Family. He add- 
ed, that Louiſa was the moſt heautiful 
Lady he had ever ſeen, and that ſcvyeral 
of the young Gentlemen in the Neigh- 
bourhood were deſperately in Love 
with her. 
To prevent the Inn-keeper's hav 
any Suſpicion of his Deſign, Mr. e 5 
made ſome other ſlight Enquirics; to 
all which he receiv'd ſatisfactory /\n- 
ſwers, for his Hoſt was perlectly ac- 
quainted with the Perſons and Cha— 
rafters of many of his Neighhours, 
The third Bottle being empty, he re— 
tir'd to Reſt—greatly pleas'd with his 
Succels, and to think that his Journey 
B 4 would 


(24) 
would fully anſwer his Lordſhip's Ex- 


peCtation, 
Mr. Folly continu'd another Day at 


his Inn, The following Morning, af- 
ter Breakfaſt, he took Leave of the 
Landlord ; and told him, he was go- 


ing to ſee the two Univerſities, and 


ſome other Places of Note, before he 
return'd to London but whenever 
he came that Road, he was ſo well ſa- 
_ tisfied with his Entertainment, he 
would certainly put up at his Houſe, 
His Hoſt thank'd him, and wiſh'd him 
a good Journey. 

At firſt ſetting ont, he rode towards 
Oxford; but ſoon turn'd into the High- 
Road for London, where he arriv'd that 
Night. Lord F. receiv'd him with 
great Joy; and eagerly enquir'd, whe- 
ther he had brought good News ? 
„I hope,” reply'd Mr. Folly, «© my 
Journey will anſwer your Lordſhip's 

; « Ex- 


(25) 


« Expectation, for I have been indefa- 


« tigable in this Affair.“ He then 


acquainted him with the State of Mr. 
Harcourt's Family — that Mrs, Sel- 
win was Mrs, Harcourt's Siſter, and 
had a Houſe in London; that ſhe was 
a Widow, and had no Child; that 
Louiſa was thought to be a Dependent 


on Mrs Selloin, as her Parents were 


abſolutely unknown in the Neigh- 
bourhood ; that ſeveral Oxford/hire 
Gentlemen paid their Addreſſes to her; 


and that both Mrs. Selwin and Louiſa 


were now at Mr. Hlarcourt's. 


« Why, it is not unlikely,” ſaid Lord 


F. « if Mrs, Selkvin is a Widow and 


« has no Child, but ſhe may be a 


« Dependent on that Lady. Perhaps 
« the Orphan of ſome of her Acquain- 


« tance. If ſo, 1 have thought of a 


« Scheme that will ſoon bring this 
Affair to a Concluſion, and. make 
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( 26 ) 
ci me happy i in the Poſſeſſion of the 
* adorable Louiſa. This he commu- 
nicated to his Companion, who aſſur'd 
him there was no Doubt of its Suc- 
ceſs, His Lordſhip was highly pleas'd 
with Mr. 7olly's Information The 
Lady was their Toaſt, and they ply'd 
the Glaſs pretty freely, 
Lord F. having laid a very artful 
Scheme for the Ruin of Loxi/a, ſet out 
early the next Morning for Oxfordſhire 
in his Coach and Six. His Lordſhip 
had been particularly | ice in the 
Fancy of his Dreſs, imagining his 
ſplendid Appearance would make an 
Impreſſion on that young Lady's 
Heart. He arriv'd at Mr. Harcour!'s 
a little before Dinner, and met with a 
genteel Reception. 
During Dinner, his Lordihip be- 
ſtow d many Encomiums on the Order 
and (Economy of the Family; and 
= on 


( a7) 


on the Eaſe, Elegance, and Good-na- 


ture of the Ladies and Gentlemen, 
with whom he was ſo happy as to ſit 


at Table. He beheld Louiſa with 


Admiration; but, that his baſe Deſign 
might not be ſuſpected, he paid no 


particular Compliments to that Lady, 


When the Cloth was remov'd, Ame- 
lia and Louiſa withdrew. Charles 
begg'd his Lordſhip would excuſe bis 
abrupt Departure, as he had ſome- 
thing of Conſequence that call'd him 

ſome Miles from Home. His Lord- 
ſhip deſir'd he would uſe no Cere- 
mony, and wiſh'd him a pleaſant Ride. 

As the Weather was extremely fine, 


Mr. Jlarcourt propos'd a Walk in the 


Garden, His Lordſhip ſaid nothing 
could be more agreeable to him, as 
he was charm'd with that delightful 
Spot ; and that Gentleman, his Lady, 


and Mrs. Selwin accompany'd him 


thither. 
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( 28 5 
thither. He was in Hopes of ſeeing 
Louiſa, but ſhe had retir'd with Amelia 
to the Nurſery, 

When they had taken a few Turns, 
they ſat down in an Alcove; and Lord 
F. addreſſing himſelf to Mrs. Selwin, 
faid, „I will entreat the Favour of 
« your Patience, Madam, for a ſhort 
«© Time; as I have a Propoſal to make, 
** which I hope will not be thought 
« diſagreeable. I ſhall make this 
&« Offer with the greater Pleaſure, in 
<« the Preſence of this wortity Lady 
and Gentleman,” bowing to Mr. 
and Mrs. Harcourt, that they alſo 
may be Judges of the Sincerity of 
e my Heart. 

« You have taken, Madam, if I am 
e not miſinform'd, the beautiful Louiſe 
« under your Protection, which is be- 
« coming the Character of ſo excellent 
« a Lady, As her hs and Merit 
« entitle 


(29) 


d entitle her to univerſal Eſteem, you 


« will permit me to be rank'd among 


« the Number of her Admirers ; and, 


« as it is natural for us to endeavour 


to promote the Happineſs of thoſe 
« we love I will, with your Per- 

& miſſion, Madam, as an Addition to 
e her Fortune, ſettle on her Five 
« Hundred Pounds per Annum for 
„Life. To ſhew my Diſintereſted- 
« neſs on this Occaſion, I deſire ſhe 
% may ſtill remain under your Protec- 
« tion, 'till an Event may happen that 
« ſhall unite us for Life. 


« My Father, I am ſorry to ſay it, 


Madam, is ſo exceſſively fond of Ti- 
ce tles, that Iam convinc'd he will never 
give his Conſent to my Alliance with 
e any Perſon, though the moſt amia- 
e ble on Earth, whoſe Family were not 
« poſleſs'd of them; but, as he is far 
« advanc'd in Years, and very infirm, 

his 


— 


— - < — 
8 = 


2 - S e ES 
838 * AY . nt act _— „% 


— 


—— — 


* I. 


r 


3 (30) 

* his Continuance here can be of but 
« ſhort Duration. Far be it from me 
ce to deſire the Death of my Father 
« I only mention theſe Things to con- 
« vince you of the Sincerity of my 
% Intentions, and to aſſure you it is not 
jn my Power, at preſent, to make 
* the adorable Louiſa as happy as [ 
* could with.” 

« Your Propoſal, my Lord, „re- 
ply'd Mrs. Sekvin, “ ſeems diſintereſted 
and generous); and we are greatly 
&« oblig'd to you, on that Account. 
& If your Lordſhip has been inform'd 
<« that Louiſa is a Dependent on me, 
« I aſſure you the Report is without 
e the leaſt Foundation——for ſhe 
comes of as worthy a Family as moſt 
« in England. Her Parents and Re- 
« Jations, though poſſeſs'd of no Titles, 
can and will give her twice the Sum 
2 738 — offer to ſettle on 

her; 


„„ 

% her; therefore hope you will not 

« take it ill, that your Propoſal will 

_ © * not be accepted, as her Fortune is 

_ * «© amply ſufficient for her Situation in 
r 7 

Y _ «© Though ſeveral Gentlemen, ſome 
of thempoſſeſs'd both of Fortune and 
« Merit, have paid their Addreſſes to 

& Louiſa, neither her Parents or Friends 

have intereſted themſelves in Favour 

of any particular Perſon, being de- 

e termined to let her chuſe freely the 

% Man ſhe loves; as they are con- 

« yinc'd, from her known Prudence 

e and good Senſe, that ſhe will love 

* the Man ſhe chuſess 

J have only a few Words to add, 

* my Lord, which I hope will deſerve 

« your ſerious Attention. As you 

« have ſeen but little of Louiſa, your 

Love for her will eaſily be ſur- 
mounted. Abſence will ſoon obli- 

| terate 


— 
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(32) 
te terate her Idea from your Mind 
% and the Sight of ſome other Beauty, 
t who may have the Advantage of Birth 
« and Titles, inſpire you with a Paſſion 
te that may be conſiſtent with your 
* Dignity, and agreeable to the Sen- 
* timents of your Honourable Father: 
« "Therefore, as you value his Bleſ- 
e fing—— his Life——and your own 
<« Happineſs——pay a due Regard 
% to his Grace's Authority, and let 
« your Lordſhip's Choice have the 
<« Sanction of his Approbation.“ 

His Lordſhip was greatly chagrin'd 
to find his Scheme fruſtrated ; but, 
in order to cover his Confuſion, which 
nevertheleſs was very viſible, he ſaid, 
« Madam, I am oblig'd to you for 
your Advice, and will endeavour to 
profit by it. As you recommend 
% Abſence from the beloved Object, 
«I will take a * through France 


i 


( 


e and Daly; and ſee if I can recover 
« that Tranquility in a foreign Coun- 
« try, which I have loſt in my own.” 
The Company approv'd of his Lord- 
ſhip's Intention to travel, and hop'd it 
would be attended with the wiſh'd- for 
Succeſs, = 
Mr. Harcourt invited his Lordſhip 
to ſtay Tea; but he declin'd it, ſay- 
ing, Flight, my good Sir, is my only 


„Remedy. I intend to he this Night 
* in Oxford, the next in London, and 


„the following Day to ſet out for 
France.“ His Lordſhip then or- 
der'd his Carriage, and took a confus'd 
Leave of the Company, who were not 
diſpleas'd at his Depmente. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Doubts concerning Lord Fs. Propoſal 
Mrs. Selwin's Care of Louiſa's Edu- 
cation. Amiable Behaviour and Qua- 
1 Acations of that Joung Lady. 


An ELIA and Louiſa continu q 
in the Nurſery, during his Lord- 
ſhip's Converſation with their Friends 
in the Garden. After his Departure, 
they came Fi to Tea. Mrs. Sel- 
win acquainted them with his Propa- 
ſal, her refuſing to accept it, and with 
his Intention to travel ; but mention'd 
nothing of Loaiſa's Parents, or intend- 
ed Fortune. She added, that ſhe ſuſ- 
pected, notwithſtanding his ſeeming 
Generoſity and Diſintereſtedneſs, that 
his Deſign was not honourable: Ame— 


lia thought the n and they were t 
= lb | 
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al glad to hear his Lordſhip was going 


to leave the Kingdom, as his Abſence 
would free them from any farther Ap- 
prehenſions on his Account. 

Charles had left Lord F. at Mr. Har- 
court's in order to viſit Mr. ggleſton, 
and to give him an Invitation to dine 
there the next Day. At his Return, 
he was inform'd of what had paſs'd in 
the Garden, and was greatly pleas'd to 
hear his Lordſhip intended to go A- 
broad; for, it was alſo his Opinion, 
that all his ſpecious Pretences were 
only to caſt a Veil over the Machina- 
tions of a bad Hearr. 5 

Mr. Eggleſton din'd at Mr. Harcourt's 
the next Day; and, after Dinner, the 
Ladies aſk'd if it would be agreeable 
to the Gentlemen to take an Airing ? 
They ſaid it would give them great 
Pleafure, as the Weather continu'd ex- 
tremly fine. The Coach was order” d 
| C:2 ww 
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to be got ready, the four Ladies went 


into it, and the three Gentlemen mount- 
ed their Horſes. They took a little 
Journey, which prov'd quite agreeable, 
and return'd to Tea, 

As the Company ſeem'd highly 
pleas'd with their Airing, Mr. Harcourt 
obſerv'd, that Travelling was certain- 


ly of great Utility; for it contribut- 


ed to our Pleaſure, our Improvement, 


and our. Health. « It would there- 
fore be extremely agreeable to me,” 


ſaid Mr. Egpieſton, addreſſing himſelf 
to the Ladies and Gentlemen, “ to 


mn go little Journeys, in the Company 


& of ſuch amiable and worthy Friends; 


e ſometimes to one Part of England, 


& and ſometimes to another. Theſe 
ac would enable me to ſpeak of the 
“ Curioſities of my own Country, not 
merely from Reading and Hearſay, 


es but from ocular Demonſtration; 


CC and 
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and would leave a more durable 


„ Impreſſion on my Mind, than it 


« could receive either from a written 


© or a verbal Relation.” 


The Ladies ſaid ſuch little Jour- 


neys, as Mr. Eggleſton mention'd, would 
give them great Pleaſure——the Gen- 


tlemen ſaid the ſame—So they agreed 
to take an Excurſion, as ſoon as a con- 


venient Opportunity oltcr'd, 
Juſt as they were come to this Re- 
ſolution, Mr. Harrington and his Son 


came to pay them a Viſit, © My dear 


«F riends,” ſaid Mr. Harcourt, ** you 
have been a long Time abſent; but 
« I am heartily glad to ſee you, and 
hope your Relations in Zeri/zre are 
« well,” „ thank you, Sir,“ reply'd 
Mr. Harrington, I left them well this 
« Morning. It was Six this Evening 


« when we got Home; ſo we have 
„only taken a little Refreſhment, 


C2 “before 
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s before we came to pay our Reſpects, 


and to enquire after your Welfare. 
« Mrs. Harrington and Henrietta are 
« a little tarigued with their Journey, 


« but they will give themſelves the 
% Pleafure to wait on you To- mor- 


& row.” * Then I hope, Sir,“ ſaid 
Mr. Harcourt, „you will favour us 
„ with your Company to Dinner; for 
« we intend to keep Mr. Eggleſton 
« with. us, and to pats the Day chear- 
e fully, Mr. Harrington and Fre- 
*d their Aſſent, took Leave, 
and return d Home. 
Mrs. Harcourt, obſerving Mr. Eg- 
gleſton ſat rather thoughtful, deſir'd 


Louiſa would be ſo obliging, as to en- 
tertain the Company with one of her 


favourite Pieces on the Harpſichord. 
The young Lady roſe immediately; 


and, without farther Intreaty, play'd 


one of Scarlett! 5, with inimitable 
- 


LY > - 
Grace. The Ladies and Gentlemen 
highly applauded the Performance ; 
after which, at their Requeſt, ſhe ſung 
ſeveral celebrated Airs, and accom- 
pany'd them with that Inſtrument, 
which were liſten'd to with inexpreſ- 
ſible Delight. 

Mr. Egeleton roſe betimer the next 
Morning; and, ſoon after, went into 
the Garden. He was agreeably ſur- 
priz'd to ſee Mrs. Seltwin and Louiſa 
in the Temple of FLORA. He paid 
them the uſual Compliments, and of- 
fer'd to withdraw——but Mrs. Selwin 
deſir'd they might enjoy the Pleaſure 
of his Company. I am extremely 
„happy, Madam,” ſaid Mr. Eggleſton, 
in receiving this Token of your 
« Favour ; and hope nothing has hap- 
e pen'd to diſturb your Repoſe, be- 
 * cauſe few Ladies are Abroad fo 
&« early.” We eſteem ourſelves 


C 4 * greatly 


— _ 

&« greatly oblig'd to you, Sir,“ reply'd 
Mrs. Seltoin, * for this kind Concern 
e for our Welfare, We have met 
e with nothing diſagreeable; nor is it 
„ unuſual for us to walk out ſo ſoon, 
« for we generally riſe before Six in 
« Summer. 

„By this Means we have two or 
te three Hours to ſpare, before Break- 
« faſt; which we uſually employ in 
< reading ſome good Author, or in 

« contemplating on the Beauties of 
c the Creation, and adoring the graci- 
« ous and bounteous Giver of every 
ce good Gift; who has made ſuch am- 
<« ple Proviſion for the Pleaſure, the 
„Convenience, and, the Neceſſity of 
« his Creatures. Almoſt every Thing 
cc we ſee affords us a Leſſon ; and, if 
ve make no Improvement, the Fault 
6 18 


« js in ourſelves. For, as Shakeſpear 
& ſays, We may 


4 


« Find Tongues in Trees, Books in the run- 
« ning Brooks, | 

c Sermons in Stones, and Good in every 
« Thing.” 7 


« It would be happy, Madam, ſaid 
Mr. Eggleſton, ** for the riſing Genera- 
« tion, if ail thoſe who had the Care of 
« Youth were poſleſs'd of ſuch a Train 
« of Thinking we ſhould then ſee 
« a great and deſirable Alteration in 
* Manners and Behaviour. Inſtead 
« of Killing of Time in Dreſs and Diſſi- 
« pation, and ſquandering away Eſ- 
e tates in F olly and Wantonneſs, the 
« Superfluities.of both would be ſpent 
„in the nobleſt and moſt rational of 
« all Employments . Thankfulneſs 
« and Charity.” 


On 


| 1 
of On Mr. Harcourt's Approach, the 
Converſation became general; and, 
by the Time they had taken a few 
Turns, and made ſome Obſervations 
on the delightful Harmony of Birds, 
the great Variety and Beauty of Flow- 
ers, and the Induſtry, CEconomy, and 
Utility of Bees, a Servant came to in- 
form them that Breakfaſt was ready. 
After Breakfaſt, the Gentlemen took 
an Airing, and the Ladies retir'd to 
Dreſs. Mr. Harrington, Mr. Bartlett, 
and their Families, came to Dinner. 
The Table was plentifully cover'd— 
And Pleaſantry, Good- nature and Po- 
liteneſs, gave a Reliſh to the Enter- 
_-tainment. 

In order to preſerſt the Chearful- 
neſs of the Company, Mr. Harcourt 
propos'd their having a Concert. His 

Lady roſe immediately, and went to 
. the TT the Gentlemen took 
Fenn different 
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different Inſtruments——and they per- 
form'd a favourite Concerto of Un. 
nianis. 

As his play'd ſeveral celebrated 
Pieces of Muſick, the Ladies went al- 


ternately to the Harpſichord, and the 


Performance of each was juſtly admir'd. 


When it was Louiſa's Turn to perform, 
ſne went to the Inſtrument with a be- 


ſpeaking Affability. The Eighth Con- 
certo of Corelli, at the Requeſt of Mr. 


Eggleſton, was agreed to be the Piece. 
Though there were many others, par- 


ticularly ſome of Scarletti's, that ſhow 


the Excellenceof afine Hand to greater 

Advantage, yet ſheperform'd this with 
inimitable Skill. Her Fingers flew 
over the Key with amazing Swiftneſs, 
and ſhe added ſo many Graces in her 


Performance, that every one was 


charm'd with the Elegance of her Taſte. 
She receiv'd the Applauſe of the Com- 


"_ 
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pany wich a becoming Modeſty, 10 
retir'd to her Seat with ſuch Eaſe and 
— Complacency, that ſhe attracted both 
the Attention and Admiration of all 
that were preſent. 

Several favourite Airs were ſung by 
the Ladies, accompany'd by the In- 
ſtruments; and, after the Concert, was 
a Ball. The Day was ſpent with great 
Chearfulneſs and Cordiality, and it 
was when the Company took 
Leave. 1s Mr. Eggleſton's Houſe was 
at ſome Diſtance, he ſtay'd at Mr. 
Harcourt's; and retir'd to his Cham- 
ber, contemplating on the Beauty and 
Accompliſhments of the amiable 

Louiſa. He had been remarkably 
chearful the whole Day; and his Be- 
haviour ſo affable, eaſy and polite, that 
it had procur'd him a general Eſteem 
——Bur Lauiſa 8 Feelings, on this 

| Occa- 
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scheme is blown up- 
* had a wrong Information, with re- 
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Occaſion, were of a more tender 
Nature. | 


CHAP. XVI. 


Ill Succeſs of Lord F*s. new Scheme. He 
ſets out for France. Mrs. Selwin's 
Suſpicion and prudent Conduct. 


N Lord Fs. Arrival in London, 


he ſent for Mr. Folly. When 
he came, he ſaid, << Oh! Folly! My 


You have 


« gard to Louiſa. She is not a De- 


„ pendenton Mrs. Selwin; but is a For- 


tune, at leaſt, of Twenty Thouſand 


« Pounds.” „Why then, my Lord,” 
reply*d Folly, “don't you make your 
« Addreſſes in an honourable Man- 
„ ner?” „ Becauſe,” ſaid his Lord- 
_ ſhip, „I can't do that now; for, de- 


pending 


( 46 ) 
te pending on the Account you brought 


e me, I offer*d to ſettle Five Hundred 


« Pounds per Annum on her for Life, 
tte to let her remain under the Protec- 


« tion of Mrs. Seltoin, and to marry 


de her on the Death of my Father; 


« who, I told the old Lady, would 
tc never conſent to my Union with the 


e moſt amiable Perſon on Earth, un- 


« leſs ſhe was poſleſs'd of a Title 
« For I intended, if the Settlement 
had been accepted, to have got her 
.< into my dyn Power, and enjoy'd 
<, her without that Ceremony,” 


I know,” reply d Mr. Folly, that 


was your Lordfhip's Intention, and 
c am ſorry I was miſinform'd——But 
<* what is to be done now?“ Why,” 
anſwer d Lord F. „I have another 


Scheme, which may in all Probabi- 


es lity ſucceed. I have ſurvey d Mr. 


* Harcourt's Garden with great Atten- 
| 5 tion, | 
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ce tion, and there is one Part of it 
e which lies open to the High-Road. 
Mrs. Selwin and Louiſa, and ſome- 
e times Louiſa only, as I am inform'd, 
Walk there in an Evening Don't 
you think it poſſible to ſeize the 


« young Lady there, force her into a 
« Poſt-Chaiſe, and bring her to a lone 


« Houſe, which I will ſhew you, and 
«* which is only a few Miles from Mr. 


“ Harcourt's ? I will wait there to re- 


« ceive her will releaſe you, and 
< thoſe you engage to aſſiſt you in our 
e Deſign, and take her entire into 
my own Poſſeſſion.“ 

There is not only Difficulty, but 
« Danger, my Lord,” ſaid Folly, in 
* the Execution of this Project. If 
*. Louiſa is poſſeſs d of ſo large a For- 
e tune, her Friends muft be very 
8 powerful. and will puniſh me ſevere- 
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40 ly, if I ſhould happen to be dif- 
rs” 
I will take Care to protect you,” 
reply d Lord F. and will give you 
Five Hundred Pounds, if you ſuc- 
* ceed. Take my Purſe, and pro- 
cure thoſe you can truſt in ſuch an 
„Affair, but keep them as ignorant 
« of our Deſign as you poſſibly can.“ 
Though Mr. Folly had no Inclina- 
tion to this Buſineſs, yet the Promiſe 
of his Lofdſhip's Protection, and the 
Hopes of he Reward, made him en- 
gage in it. He had no Scruple from 
Conſcience, but was afraid of the Pu- 
: niſhment he was liable to, from a Diſ- 
covery. He took the Purſe, and went 
in Search of ſome Wretches to aſſiſt 
him, who would ds any Thing for 
Money. When he had procur'd them, 
he was to inform his Lordſhip, and 
they 


(49) 
they were to put the Deſign i into Exe- 
cution as ſoon as poſſible. 


It was ſeveral Days before Mr. Folly. 


could meet with two Perſoiis fit for 


his Purpoſe. They were to be well 


paid, and promis'd to do their Buſineſs 
effectually. He acquainted his Lord- 
ſhip with his Proceedings, and they 
agreed to meet the next Night in 
Hyde-Park, and to ſet off directly for 
the lone Houſe in Oxfordfoire, that he 
might know where to bring Lowiſa to 


Pony 


His Lordſhip went Incog. to the 


Place appointed, where Folly 1 was wait-⸗ 
ing for him. They travell d all Night, 
Pa got to the Houſe the next Morn- 


ng, "which was kept by a Dependent 


7 Lord F. and where he had plac'd 
one of his Miſtreſſes. 


The next Morning, Mr. Jolly ſet 


off for London, and was to return with 


Tos 1 —D „ 


* b 11 
1 # 47 


„ 

his Companions the following Dey. 
He hir'd a Poſt-Chaiſe, and told the 
Owner he ſhould not want a Driver; 
becauſe it was for a timerous Gentle- 
man, and he would never ride in any, 
but what was drove by his own Ser- 
vant. He ſaid it would be wanted 
for ſome Time, left Twenty Guineas 
in Hand, and order'd it to be brought 
to Hyas-Park the next Day, by One 
o'Clock), where the Gentleman and his 
Servant would be ready to receive it. 
He had artfully equipt his Compa- 
nions for this Expedition; the one like 
a plain Country Gentleman, the other 
like the Driver of a Poſt-Chaiſe. The 
Carriage came at the appointed Time ; 
they were ſoon ready, and Jolly rode 
before them, on one of his Lordſhip's 
Horſes. It had been dark ſome Time, 
before they got to their Journey's 
End; and Lord F. entertain'd them 
2 nl 
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in a a plain Manner, and treated them 
with great Freedom, to prevent any 
Suſpicion of his _—_ a Perſon of | 
| Diſtinction. 


They had rode by Mr. n 8 
Garden ſeveral Evenings, without ſee- 
ing any Perſon in it; at length Mr. 
Jolly ſaw two Women, which, by their 
different Ages, he took to be Mrs. 
Selwin and Louiſa. He made the Sig- 
nal for the Poſt Chaiſe to ſtop, and 


threw himſelf off the Horſe, as though 


he had fell by Accident. The Dri- 


ver apply'd to the Ladies for Aſſiſt. 
ance, as his Maſter, he ſaid, muſt be 
greatly hurt, and was then ſpeechleſs. 


The youngeſt unlock'd the Garden 
Door, and ran to condole with, as ſhe 
ſuppos'd, the unfortunate Gentleman; 
and the other went to the Houſe, for 


| lomething to recover him, 
D 2 Thinking 
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Thinking this was Louiſa, they ſeiz'd 
her immediately; but before they 
could ftop her Mouth, and get her 
into the Chaiſe, ſhe gave ſeveral loud 
Shrieks which alarm'd Mr. Harcourt's 
Servants. They ran to the Relief of 
the Perſon in Diſtreſs, and endea- 
vour'd to take her from the Villains; 
but they had certainly carried her off, 
hac not two Men on Horſeback rode 
up their Aſſiſtance. : 

fter a ſhort Scuffle, they got her 
out of the Chaiſe, and ply'd their 
Whips very ſmartly on Jelly and the 


Driver; who, finding they were over- 


power'd, made their Eſcape in the beſt 

Manner they. could. The Girl was fo 
excecdingly terrify*d that ſhe fell into 
a Fit, which prevented her Deliverers 
from purſuing the Villains; otherwiſe, 
in all Probability, they had been taken. 


AL length, _ the Uſe of proper Means, 
5 the 
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the recover'd, and related the Artifice 


they made uſe of to entice her from 


the Garden. 
On Folly's Aten he related the 


Adventure to his Lordſhip | in private, 
who beſtow'd many Execrations on 
thoſe who had fruſtrated his Scheme 


for he concluded the Perſon they had 
ſeiz' d, was no other than Louiſa. 


As he imagin'd this Affair would 


be attended with ſome Enquiry, he ſet 
out early the next Morning for Lon- 
don. He diſmiſs'd Folly with a Pre- 
ſent, and ordered him to reward his 
Companions, leſt they ſhould diſcover 


the Perſon who engag'd them in ſo 


iniquitous an Enterprize. In a few 
Days he ſet out for France; and or- 
der'd his Servants to inform all thoſe 


who enquir'd after him, that he was in 


that Kingdom. 
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with their Journey, they took Leave. 


I  _ a 

The two Perſons, which Mr. Folly 
took fot Mrs. Selvm and Louiſa, were 
Mrs. Harcourt's Houſe-keeper and 
Amelia's Maid. Mr. Harcourt, and 
ſeveral of his Friends, had taken a 
Tour through Glouceſterſhire, and were 
expected Home that Evening; and 
they were walking in the Garden, to 
ſee them paſs by. The two Men on 


Horſeback, who came ſo fortunately 


to the young Woman's Aſſiſtance, were 


that Gentleman's Servants, and rode 


before to acquaint the Houſe-keeper 
that the Family were coming, and 
would be there that Night. 

By the Time the neceſſary Prepa- 
tations were made for their Recep- 
tion, Mr. Harcourt and his Friends 
arrived. Mr. Bartlett, Mr. Harring- 
ton, and their Families, ſtay'd Sup- 
per; after which, being rather fatigued 
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It being late, Mr. Eggleſton tarried at 


Mr. Harcourt's and the Company 
retir'd to their ſeveral Apartments 
Next Morning the Houſe-keeper 
acquainted Mrs. Harccurt, with the 
Attempt to carry off Amelias Maid 
and the Fright they had been 1n, on 
that Account. That Lady took an 
Opportunity to inform Mrs. Selwin 
and Amelia of it. They had ſome 


Thoughts of its being a Scheme of 


Lord F's; but as they could not re- 
collect that his Lordſhip had ever ſeen 
the Girl in his Viſits to the Family, 


the Whole appear'd to them very 
myſterious. 


Mrs. Selwin deſir'd the Houſe- 


keeper might be call'd. She now gave 


a more particular Account of ali that 
happen'd; and added, that the Girl 


had certainly been carried off, if Jobn 
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and William had not rode up at that 


Inſtant. 
When the Houſe-keeper was gone, 


and they had conſider'd this Affair 


maturely, they had a ſhrewd Suſpicion 


that his Lordſhip had projected this 
Scheme, in order to get Louiſa into 


his Poſſeſſion; but that the Villains 
he had employ'd in this baſe Deſign, 
by miſtaking the Perſons, had ſeiz'd 


the Girl, inſtead of that young Lady. 


As they had no certain Proof of his 
Lordſhip's Baſeneſs, they determined 
to keep this Affair as private as poſſi- 
ble; and to make flight of it, if any 
Enquiries ſnould be made concerning 


it, leſt it ſhould involve any of their 


Family in a Quarrel with Lord F. 
Mrs. Selwin therefore took an Oppor- 


tunity to reward the Servants for their 
gallant Behaviour, and deſir'd they 
would take no Notice of what had 


hap- 


r ü 
happen'd the fore- going Night, as it ; 
might be injurious to the young Wo- | 
man's Character. , 

„%%%  - | 
Mr. Eggleſton's Love for Louiſa in- # 
creaſes, The uncertain Situation of 7 
that young Lady greatly diſtreſſes ber. | 
Mr. Harcourt and his Friends go to $ 
Widow Jones's. | pi 
R. Epgglefton's Paſſion for Louiſa 7 
_ Increas'd every Day. In their 1 
late Tour through Glouceſterſhire he Md 
had frequent Opportunities of being h 
in her Company, and he imagin'd he "$f 
 diſcover'd new Charms, either in Per- 11 
ſon or Mind, every Time he beheld 0 
her. Heliſten'd to her Obſervations 0 
on Perſons and Things with inexpreſ- T6 
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(53) 
Affability and a fine Diſcernment——. : 
and he admir'd her eaſy and graceful 
Behaviour. Often, when alone, would 
he revolve in his Mind, the following 
Lines in Rowe's Fair Penitent; 


Is the not more than painting can expreſs, 
«© Or youthful Poets fancy, when they love?” 


Though Mr. Eggleſton was poſſeſs'd 
of an ample Fortune, and of all the 
Accompliſhments which diſtinguiſh 
the Gentleman; yet he had ſo high 
an Opinion of the Beauty and Merit 
of Louiſa, as to eſteem neither his Eſ- 
tate or Perſon worthy her Acceptance. 
He was never happy, but when he 
enjoy'd her Company; depriv'd of 
that, he grew penſive, ſought Retire- 
ment, and indulg'd a Paſſion which 
deitroy'd his Peace. | 
Toni ſas Situation was much the 


lame. Mr. Egghefton s Good-nature, 
| Gene- 


US bobs 
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Generofity and Politeneſs, had made 


a {ſtrong Impreſſion on her Mind; 


but when ſhe reflected that his For- 
tune was large, and his Heart might 
be prepoſſeſs d in Favour of ſome hap- 


pier Fair, all Hopes of an Union, with 
the only Man on Earth that ſhe could 
really love, forſook her, and ſhe aban- 
don'd herſelf to Lonelineſs and Grief. 

Another afflicting Circumſtance to 
Louiſa, was the Uncertainty of her 
Birth and Fortune. She look'd upon 


| herſelf as a Dependent on Mrs. Sekuin, 


and that all ſhe receiv'd flow'd from 


her Bounty, Her Parents and Rela- 


tions, .if ſhe had ſuch dear Friends 
living, were entirely unknown to her 
and her Hopes and Fears in- 
volv'd her in great Perplexity. 

One Morning as Louiſa was fitting 
in a penſive Attitude, and revolving 
in her Mind the Precariouſneſs of her 

Situa- 
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Situation, Mrs. Selwin enter'd her 


Chamber. She was in ſo profound a 
Reverie, that ſhe neither heard or faw 


that Lady, who beheld her for awhile 


with the moſt endearing Tenderneſs ; 


at length going towards her, ſhe gently 


tap'd her Arm, and ſaid, My dear 


„ Louiſa, you alarm me! What can 


<« be the Meaning of that thoughtful 


« Poſture, and that uncommon Ab- 
<« ſence of Mind?“ 


| « Dearly-beloved and much-ho- 
* nour'd Lady,” reply'd Louiſe, in 


great Confuſion, ** pardon this ſeem- 
e ing Diſreſpect. I was thinking”— 


Here ſhe paus d. What, my Dear, 


could ſo greatly engroſs your 


Thoughts?“ ſaid Mrs. Selwin, very 
affectionately. « Diſcover them to 


to one 


cc me 


-to your Friend 


e that loves you with the greateſt 
1 Sincerity — who wiſhes to ſee you 


ag happy ; 


d &@ 2Þ my 


ce reſted 


(61) 
happy; and will endeavour, by 
« every Means in her Power, to make 
« you ſo,” Oh!]! Madam,” anſwer'd 
Louiſa, you are too good! 
« *Tis your Bounty that diſtreſſes 
« me For I have no Parents 
e no Relations 


-#6 para.” 


«My F riendſhip, amiable Louiſa? 
ſaid Mrs. Sekwin, „ is entirely diſinte- 


« accept of a Return. But that you 
* may have no Uneaſineſs from ima- 
« oinary Evils, I will reveal a Secret; 
6 which, J hope, will reſtore you to a 


State of Tranquility. Your Parents 


<« arealive and happy, and ſo are many 
* of your Relations. They are all 
« Perſons of Fortune; and, what is 
<« {till more valuable, are univerſally 


d eſteer”d. They have ſeen you of- 
ten they love you 


love you 
« with 


SE om; 9 


to make a Re- 


I neither want, or would 
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with the ſincereſt Affection. 
will one Day claim you as the Dar- 
4 ling of their Hearts, and embrace 
you with parental Tenderneſs.” 


(6a) 
And 


Louiſa remain'd motionleſs, while 


Mrs. Selwin gave her this pleaſing In- 


formation. The Joy ſhe receiv'd from 
it, was greater than her tender Frame, 
at that Time, was able to bear 
She fainted; but in a ſhort Time re- 
cover'd, by proper Means being uſed. 
The ſoothing Behaviour of that Lady 
gave great Relief to her Mind; and, 
when ſhe became capable of reflecting 
on what ſhe had heard, aſk'd if ſhe 


could be ſo happy as to ſee her ho- 
nour'd Parents, that ſhe might crave 
their Bleſſings ? 


ge aſſur'd, my dear Loviſa, ſaid 


Mrs. Selwin, © that I have nothing 


% more at Heart, than to make you 


« happy. The Time will ſhortly 
| come, 


*S =& K * 
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« come, when your worthy Parents 
<« will take you under their Protec- 
tion. You may place the greateſt 
Confidence in what I ſay 


But ler 


« this remain a Secret 
te mature Diſcovery may be attended 
« with bad Conſequences, both to 
« them and you.” 
Louiſa render'd many and unfeign'd 
Thanks to Mrs. Selwin, for theſe kind 
Tokens of her Love and promis'd 


a punctual Obedience to all her Com- - 


mands, When ſhe was ſo far reco- 
ver'd as to be able to walk, the good 


Lady took her by the Hand with an 


expreſſive Tenderneſs, and led her into 


the Garden. A few Turns there, and 


the Conſolation ſhe receiv'd from that 


ſincere Friend, greatly contributed to 


her Health and Peace. 


\ 


While they were in the Garden, Mr. 


Exelon came to pay Mr. Harcourt 
| a Viſit, 


—— Set S 7 — 


for a pre- 
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( 64) 

a Viſit, and to enquire after the Wel- 
fare of him and his Family. Being 

inform'd Mrs. Seltvin and Louiſa were 
there, he went to pay his Reſpects to 
them. They were retir'd to an Al- 
cove; but, ſeeing him approach, roſe 
from their Seat, and. went to meet 
him. 

The Ladies receiv'd him with great 
Good- nature; and he aſſur'd them, it 
gave him great Pleaſure, in being ſo 
happy as to find them in Health, 


Mr. and Mrs. Harcourt, Charles, and 


Amelia ſoon enter'd the Garden, and 
the Converſation turn'd on their late 
Journey. Mrs. Sekvin propos'd an 
Airing after Dinner, which was per- 
_ agreeable to all the Company. 
During Dinner, Mrs. Harcourt ſaid, 
« We have not ſeen poor Widow 
„Jones for a conſiderable Time, ſup- 
6 pole we take a Ride that Way, and 
5-168 
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«ſee if ſhe is well.“ This being 
agreed on, and the Coach ready, the 


four Ladies went into it, and the three 


Gentlemen mounted their Horſes. 


They rode firſt to Farmer Morriſon's, 
to enquire after his Health, and to 
hear how the Widow went on with her 


Dairy. The Farmer was not at Home, 


but his Wife begg'd they would alight, 
and ſtay Tea. 

They thank'd her, for her kind In- 
vitation; but ſaid they intended to 
drink Tea with Mrs. Jones, and aſk'd 


concerning her Health and Welfare. 


« Why Ladies,” reply'd Mrs. Mor- 
riſon, „ believe ſhe is well, and I 


«arm ſure ſhe is in a very thrivinr 


„Way. Her eldeſt Son is latel 


„ married to a Farmer's Daughte: 
© who has given him Three Hundre 
Pounds, and put him into a prett 


„Farm. The Widow, and her othe 
SOL 3 © Children, 


% 


———— 


46). 
Children, are gone to live with Him; 


sand they all ſeem induſtrious, . 


to hve comfortably together.“ 


This Account of the Widow and 


Her Family, gave the Company great 
Satisfaction; and they deſir'd to know, 


how far it was to the Farm? It is 
<-zbout a; Mile from hence Ladies,” 


anſwer d Mrs. Morriſon; but as 


( there may be ſome Difficulty in find- 


<« ing it, one of my Men ſhall take a 


Horſe, and ſhew you the neareſt 


« Way.” They thank'd Mrs. Mor- 


riſon, accepted her Offer, and wiſh'd 


her and her Family Health and Hap- 


pineſs. 
When they came within Sight of 


the Farm, they gave Mrs. Morriſon's 
Servant ſomething for his Trouble, 
and diſmiſs'd him. They rode into 


the Yard, and a good-looking young 


Man came out of che Barn, and re- 


ceiv'd 


(67) 


_eciv'd them with great Reſpect. The 


Widow, hearing a Carriage, ran to the 


Door; and, ſeeing her worthy Bene- 


factors, burſt into Tears of Joy, and 
entreated them to walk in and take 
ſome Refreſhment, ſaying her Son 


would take Care of the Horſes. 


Though their coming was entirely 
unexpected, the Company found every 
Thing in the Houſe extremely neat. 


The Parlour was decently furniſh'd— 


The Cloth ſoon laid, and ſome good 


Salt Beef, Bread, Butter and Cheeſe, 
det upon it—and the Farmer brought 


Ale and Cyder. The Gentlemen took 
a Reliſh; and, when the Cloth was 


remov'd, Mrs. Harcourt defir'd the 


Widow, her Son, and his Wife would 
be ſeated. Mrs. Jones, after ſome 


Apologies, ſat down; but the Farmer 


and his Wife begg'd they might be 
excus'd, as the one had Buſineſs with- 
AS - out 


(68) 
-out Doors, and the other within. The- 
Son went to ſee the Horſes were taken 
Care of, and his Wife to prepare for 
Tea. | Tie EL TE: OUR, 
I hope,” ſaid Mrs. Harcourt, ad- 
'  -dreſfing herſelf ta the Widow, you 
« enjoy you Health, and that you 
. are happy in your preſent Situation. 
Four Son and his Wife ſeem induft- 
* trious, and are a ſmart Couple 
but is their Behaviour to you kind 
and reſpe&ful?” „ My honour'd 
Lady,“ reply'd Mrs. Jones, riſing 
from her Seat, and curtſeying, 1 
have ſcarce known a Day's IIIneſs, 
ſince the Death of my Huſband, 
. << Thanks to the Almighty for it—— 
and am as happy as Heart could 
< wiſh. By the Bounty of. that good 
Gentleman,“ curtſeying to Charles, 
e and his worthy Friends, I have been 
. enableq to ſupport my Family. My 
| ä _ « Children 


(59). 
Children are all dutiful and induf- 
& trious— 


« than my eldeſt, with whom I now 
< Jive, and who is in Poſſeſſion of this 


Farm. He is bleſs'd with an affec- 


« tzonate and virtuous Wife, and her 


„ Father loves him as well as though 


c he was his own Chile. 

I have punctually receiv'd your 
« yearly Gift from Farmer Morriſon, 
to Cloath and pay for the Schooling 
<« of my Children, and have put it to 
the Uſe for which it was kindly in- 
e tended;; and we will, as we are in 
« Duty bound, pray for our generous 


<« Benefactors as long as we live. 


« As, by your charitable Aſſiſtance, 


« we were plac'd above Want, and 
<« were put into a Way to get our Liv- 
ing, the Dutifulneſs and Induſtry of 
my eldeſt Son was taken Notice of 


wy oo 


One Boy I loſt laſt Year— 
. *« But never had Woman a better Son 
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ce by Farmer Moore, our Neighbour. 
« He often came to our Habitation, 
and ſometimes took , him to his 
« Houſe. At length he gave him 
< his Daughter, who is an only 
Child; and, on the Wedding-Day, 
„ made him a Preſent of Three Hun- 
« dred Pounds. He has ſince taken 
* this Farm for us, which is thought 
* to be a good one; and we live as 
„ happy as we can wiſh, and far be- 
„ yond our Expectation. 

J have now, worthy Ladies and 
« Gentlemen, but one Favour to beg; 
„ which, I hope, will give no Of- 
e fence——lt is at the Requeſt of 
ee my Son and his Wife. As, by 
« your Bounty, we are raiſed from 
Want to Plenty e entreat you 
<« to ſtop your liberal Hands, left 
ce the having too much ſhould do us 


"66 * more Harm than Good. What we 
ks * 


| Widows Senſibility- 


1719 
c get by Induftry, we ſhall know the 


Value of; and if we ſhould have 


« any Thing to ſpare, there are 
enough to receive it. But let us 
not plead Poverty, when we don't 
« feel it; nor offer to take that Gift, 


« which may relieve ſome worthy Ob- 


« jects, labouring under the fame—— 
« or perhaps greater Calamities 
than ever we ſuffered, when we 
had nothing but Miſery to attract 
« your Notice, and diſpoſe your good 
e and.charitable Hearts to deliver us 
e from it. g 

FThe Company greatly admir'd the 
They told 


her, they were ſo far from being of. 
fended, that they highly commended 
her; that her Sentiments would do 
Honour to thoſe in a more exalted 
Station; and that it gave them great 
Pleaſure, to think they had been in- 

E 4 ſtrumental 
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(72) 
ſtrumental in doing them ſo much 
Good, 
The Ladies inſiſted that the Wi- 
dow, her Son, and his Wife, ſhould 
drink Tea with them; which, after 
ſome modeſt Excuſes, they did. The 
young Woman behaved with great 
Decency ; and the Farmer expreſs'd 
his Senſe of, and return'd Thanks 
for, the many Obligations himſelf 
and Family were under telling his 
Wife, that thoſe were the worthy Gen- 
tlemen and Ladies: that had delivered 
them all from Want and Miſery. 
Alt their Departure they offered 
the Widow Twenty Guineas, as their 
laſt Preſent; but the good Woman, 
her Son and his Wife, begg'd they 
might refuſe the Acceptance of it, as 
they had quite enough to carry on 
their Nannen, and it might deprive 
ſome 


r 

ſome worthy Objects of a Bleſſing, 
who were in real Diſtreſs. 

They return'd Home, highly ſatis- 
| fied with their Viſit. They were 
pleas'd with the noble Sentiments and 
honeſt Principles of the Widow, and 
her Son and Daughter. They were 
happy in refle&ing, that they had 
been Inſtruments, in the Hand of 
Providence, in raiſing a deſerving Fa: 
mily from Poverty to Plenty. - Their 
generous Hearts rejoic'd, that they 


were bleſs'd with the Power to do ſo 


much Good; and they prais'd the 
gracious Giver of every good Gift, 
who had enabled them to do it. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


Alle Journey. Louiſa is taken ill, 
| and conceals her Paſhon for Mr. 
Egglefton. Phyfcian's Penetration. 
Another Inſtance of Mrs. Selwin's 
Prudence. 


HE next Tour made by Mr. 
Harcourt and his Friends, was 
— h Warnwichſbire; but Louiſa 
ee, taken ill, when they had tra- 
vell'd little more than a Week, they 
return'd Home ſooner than they in- 
tended. A Phyſician was ſent for, 
who was intimately acquainted with 
Mr. Harcourt, and us'd to attend that 
| Gentleman and his Family. He had 
practic'd Phyſick for ſeveral Years, 
and was eſteem'd very Eminent in his 
_ Profeſſion. 


'The 


\'” 
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The Doctor examin'd his Patient 


with great Attention and Tenderneſs, 
and. was fearful ſhe was going into a 
Decline. He wrote a Preſcription for 
her, but the Medicine had not the 


deſird Effect. He wrote ſeveral 
others, but her Diſorder rather in- 


creas'd ; which greatly alarm'd her 
Friends, for ſhe was the Beloved of 


all their Hearts, They entreated him 


to uſe his utmoſt Skill to reſtore 
her——and he promis'd nothing, on 


his Part, ſhould be wanting. 
That he might have a perfect 
Knowledge of her Diſtemper, he ſat 
ſometimes two or three Hours in her 


Company. He order'd all the young 
Gentlemen that came to enquire after 


her Health, as ſeveral had made their 


Addreſſes to her, to be admitted into 


her Chamber, provided he happen'd 


to be there at the Time of their En- 
quiry. 


. 

Juiry. Though her Friends could 
not account for this, which they 
look'd upon rather as a Whim of the 
Doctor's, yet they comply'd with 
it But from this alone he diſco- 
ver'd the real Cauſe of her Illneſs. 
It was ſome Days before he was 
certain of the Diſcovery, for he try'd 
the Experiment ſeveral Times. He 
carefully obſerv'd the Countenances 
of the Viſitors and his Patient; and 
he found that Lowſa was always 
greatly affected, whenever Mr. Eggle- 
ſton came to ſee ther——and that he 
likewiſe appear'd much confus'd and 
diſorder'd, on being inform'd that ſhe 
grew rather worſe. 

From this Diſcovery, the Doctor 
had great Hopes of Succeſs. He 
then order'd her not to be diſturb'd, 
and that none but her Friends 
mould be admitted to her Chamber. 


* 


* 
FR. 


1 
Y. * 


TT 
He deſir'd to ſpeak to Mrs. Selwin in 
private——And he told that Lady, 
Love was the Cauſe of Louiſa's IIl- 
neſs; and that he had great Reaſon 
to hope he ſhould ſoon reſtore her, as 
the Perſon belov'd had an equal Paſ- 
ſion for her. 
« Dear Doctor,“ ſaid Mrs. Sekvin, 
how did you get this Information 
« from them? * Madam,” reply d 
the Doctor, „I have never aſk'd 
<« either of them one Syllable about 
it.“ „ Then, Sir,” ſaid the Lady, 
„ how is it poſſible you ſhould be ac- 
* quainted with their Sentiments?“ 
„Why, Madam,“ reply'd he, “when 
.* I found my Preſcriptions were not 
e attended with their uſual Succeſs, 
and that her Diſorder was Proof 
*-apainſt the Power of Medicine; I 
began to ſuſpect, that the Lady 
0 « might entertain a ſecret Paſſion for 
| "wn 


„ 
© one of thoſe young Geatlemen, who 
« frequently viſit at Mr, Harceart's, 
as I knew ſeveral had paid their 
« Addreſſes to her. In order to know 
© whether my Suſpicion was Well 
« grounded, I deſir'd that all the 
young Gentlemen who came to en- 
„ quire after her Health, might be 
« admitted into her Chamber, pro- 
« vided I was there. 
From the Symptoms of my Pa- 
« tient, and the Countenances of her 
« Viſitors, I am certain :ſhe is in 
„Love; and that the Pcrſon ſhe 
“loves, has an equal Paſſian for her. 
« Mr. Eggleſton, Madam, is the be- 
* loved Object, and Louiſa is the 
« Wiſh of his Heart, I will now 
„leave the conducting this Affair to 
your Prudence, becauſe the Lady 
« and Gentleman will be more inge- 
£* nuous with you; but, if you value 
66 the 


_ fince, perhaps being apprehenſive, af- 
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« the Lady's Life, conſent to their 


„Union, or it will not be in my 


* Power to reſtore her to Health.“ 
Mrs. Selwin admir'd the Doctor's 


Penetration —— and aſſur'd him, ſne 
could have no Objection to ſo advan- 


tageous a Match. When he was gone, 
the acquainted Mrs, Harcourt and 
Amelia with what had paſs'd ; who- 


began to be of the Phyſician's Opi- 


nion, in regard to Louiſa, but were 
doubtful of Mr. Eęgleſton's Paſſion for 
her. They recollected, that ſoon af- 


ter that Gentleman told them that he 


had receiy'd Letters from Famairn,, 
which inform'd him of the Death -of 


his Uncle, who had left him the Bulk. 


of his Fortune, and that he muſt 


ſhortly go there to ſettle his Affairs, 


Louiſa grew ill; and they knew that 
her Diſorder had rather increas'd ever 


ter 


(80) 


ter he left England, that ſhe ſhould | 


ſee him no more. 
It was agreed that Mrs. Selin ſhould 


act, as ſhe ſaw Occaſion. She went 


to Loui/a's Chamber, who ſhe found 


weak and low- ſpirited; and Mrs. Good- 


man left it, on a Hint given by that 
Lady, who privately defir'd no Perſon 
might come to interrupt them. 

When they were by themſelves, Mrs. 


Seltoin embrac'd Loviſa with great 
Affection, and ſaid, I am come, my 


« Dear, to {it awhile with you——and 


to try if it is in my Power to con- 


s tribute to your Health and Happi- 


„ neſs.” „Dear Madam,” reply'd 
Louiſa, ce you are all Goodneſs, and 
your Company always affords me 


« Conlolation.” 
It is the Wiſh of my Heart, ami- 


able Loniſa,” ſaid Mrs. Selwin, 
= to do * Good have obſerv'd, 


« for 


q 81) 
« for ſome Time before your Illneſs, 
« that you grew penſive and melan- 


e choly, and ſeem'd rather to chuſe 


Retirement, than even the Com- 
e pany of your Friends. Theſe are 
« the common Symptoms of thoſe in 


„Love, when they keep the Secret 


« lock'd up within their own Boſoms ; 
« and they ſeldom find Relief, till 
«they have diſclos'd it to ſome ſin- 
e cere Friend. You will find in me, 
* my Dear, all the Friendſhip ——all 
« the Affection that your Heart 
« can wiſh. Tell me the Object of 
4 your Paſſion, and you ſhall have the 
free Conſent of all your Friends te 
make you happy You ſhall have 
« a Fortune ſufficient to make him 
« ſo, Name but the Perſon, and we 
vill find a Way to reſtore your Mind 
to Peace and Tranquility.” 
— 7X [Louiſa 
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Loviſa bluſh'd, and was going to 
ſpeak —— but heſitated. « I will 
* ſpare your Confuſion, my charming 
« Girl,” ſaid Mrs, Seltvin; only be 
„ ;3ngenuous, and I will try if I can be 
« ſo fortunate as to make the Diſco- 
« very. I will mention the Names of 
_<« ſome young Gentlemen, who ſome- 

« times Viſit here on your Account. 
« Is it Mr. Smith ? —— Mr. Wat- 
« ox ? —— Mr. Morgan? —— Mr. 
« Shergold? —— Mr. Eggleſton ?” 

At mentioning the laſt Gentle man's 
Name, Louiſa bluſh'd, held down her 
Head, and was greatly confus'd. To 
give Relief to her Embarraſſment, 

Mrs. Selwin very affectionately took _ 
her by the Hand, and ſaid, I ſee, 
„my deareſt Louiſa, Mr. Eggleſton is 
te the happy Man——He is indeed a 


' 2 very deſerving Gentleman, and one 
8 « that 
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» Union with Mr. Eggleton ? 
« whoſe Parents are unknown, and 
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« that is really worthy of your Love. 


« T am certain that your Choice will 


meet with the Approbation of all 


« your Friends, and that your Union 
* with him will give them infinite 


„ Pleaſure,” 


« But, my dearly- beloved and much- 


«* honour'd Lady,” reply'd Louiſa, 


« what Hopes can I entertain of an 
One 


« whoſe Fortune entirely depends on 
« the Benevolence of her worthy and 


« indulgent Friends,” 


« I have, my Dear,” ſaid Mrs, Fel- 
win, aſſur'd you, in a former Con- 


« yerſation, that your Parents were 


« Perſons of Merit and Fortune; and 
that they would one Day, and per- 
« haps very ſhortly, receive you into 


« their Arms, with the moſt endearing 


« Tender- 
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« Tenderneſs, Rely on my Friend- 
<« ſhip——on my Love. I will inte- 
„ reſt myſelf in this Affair, and will 


© take Care that nothing ſhall hurt 


„your Delicacy. Baniſh every uncaſy 
«© Thought—Bechearful—be happy 
„And, I make no Doubt, but every 
e 'Thing will ſucceed according to our 


4e Wiſh.“ ; 


CAP; Xx. 


Mr. Eggleſton's Genero/ity, He ac- 


quaints Mrs. Selwin with his Paſſion 
for Louiſa. That young Lady reco- 
vers. Her Senſibility, 


HE Tenderneſs and endearing 
; Behaviour of Mrs. Sekwin and 
her Friends, reſtor'd Louiſa to her for- 
mer Tranquility - and the Preſcrip- 
1 tions 


(85) 

tions of her Phyſician had their deſir'd 
Effect. As ſhe acquir'd Strength, 
they frequently gave her an Air- 
ing, and her beloved Mr. Eggleſton 
ſometimes accompany'd them. Ar 
length ſhe recover'd both her Health 
and Complexion, which gave that Gen- 
tleman great Pleaſure. 

One Day, when they were return'd 
from taking an Airing, he ſaw Mrs. 
Selwin walking alone in Mr. Harcourt's 
Garden, As he wiſh'd for ſuch an 
Opportunity, he went immediately to 
her, and deſir'd a few Minutes private 
Converſation. | 

When they were ſeated, Mr. Eg- 
gleſton ſaid, very reſpectfully, * You 
« will be kind enough, Madam, to 
« pardon the Liberty I have taken, 
« as the Time for my going to Ja- 
© maica draws very near; and to 
F 5 ee 


6869 


e keep theſe Papers,“ delivering 2 


Parcel to Mrs. Selkwin, „in your Poſ- 
e ſeſſion. They contain my Will, 
e and ſome Particulars relating to my 
« Eſtate; which, as the Seas are dan- 
e gerous, and Life uncertain, I thought 
proper to commit to your Care. 


„„ There is likewiſe a Letter to the 


&« amiable Louiſa— to whom, if I 
« die, I have left ſomething that may 
be worth her Acceptance. If I live 
« to return, and the Heart of that 
* adorable young Lady ſhould not 
ebe prepoſleſs'd in Favour of ſome 


« happier Man, I will beg your Per- 


„ miſſion to make my Addreſſes to 


cher; for I ſolemnly declare, if I 
« ſhould not be ſo fortunate as to 


„ gain her Love, that I never will 


% marry any other Lady, as I am 


« certain 


($7) 
© certain no other can make me 
happy.“ 


This is a Species of Generoſity, 


« Sir,” reply'd Mrs. Selwin, “that I 
„ ſhouid ſcarce have expected, even 
« from Mr. Eggleſton; and I will en- 
„ deavour to return the Obligation, 
in the beſt Manner Ican. Iwill be as 
free as you have been generous —— 
And ] do therefore aſſure you, that 
there is not a Gentleman on Earth 
* {o highly eſteem'd by Louiſa, as 


« yourſelf, You may depend upon 
% having my Conſent, and the Appro- 


e bation of all her Friends and 


&« we will make her Fortune as ample 


as you can wiſh.” 


My dear Madam,” ſaid Mr. Eg- 


gleſton, I deſire no Fortune 
& Louiſa is a ſufficient Fortune of her- 
 * ſelf, The Man that ſhall be poſ- 
4 - _«ſefgd 
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« ſeſs'd of ſuch a Treaſure, will be 
« bleſs'd indeed. Pleaſe to accept, 
from the happieſt of Men, all the 
Thanks that a grateful Heart can 
„give, and to preſent my beſt Re- 
« ſpects'to the amiable Louiſa. May 
Health, Peace and Plenty, be found 
in all your Dwellings; and may 
« you all increaſe in Happineſs, as 
„ you increaſe in Years,” Mrs, Sel- 
ein render'd proper Acknowledge- 
ments, for his good Wiſhes ; and 
w Eggleſton, after a ſhort Stay, took 
affectionate Leave of that Lady 
= her Friends. $0 

In the Evening, Mrs. Seltvin deſir'd 
Mrs. Harcourt, Amelia and Louiſa, 
would come to her Chamber. She 
congratulated Louiſa on the Conqueſt 
ſhe had made, and related what had 


paſs'd between Mr. Eggleſton and. her- 
ſelf 


—_ C9, 
ſelf in the Garden, The young Lady 
was in a. pleaſing Confuſion-——But 
Words are wanting to expreſs / her 
Surprize, when ſhe had receiv'd and 
read that Gentleman's Letter, It con- 
tain'd a moſt affectionate Declaration 
of his Love——And inform'd her, 


that he ſhould ſail for Jamaica ina 


few Days, in order to take Poſſeſſion 
of what was left him by his Uncle; 
and that, as ſoon as he had ſettled his 
Affairs there, he ſhould return to 
England, and would make her an Of- 

fer of his Perſon and Fortune. He 
added, that as there was no Certainty 
of Life, he had made his Will, which 
he had depoſited in the Hands of 
Mrs. Sekvin, by which he had left her 
Something, as a Token of his ſincere 
Affection. 
As 


<< * 
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As the Will was not ſeal'd up, 
Mrs. Sekvin caſt her Eyes over it; 
where, to her Aſtoniſhmenr, ſhe found 


he had left her the Bulk of his For- 


tune. Amazing Generoſity !” ſaid 
that Lady; he has left you Some- 
« thing indeed! It is the Whole he 
e poſſeſſes, except a few Legacies ; 
« and, leſt you ſhould be wrong'd of 
% any Part of it, he has made Mr. 
« Harcourt, Mr. Bartlett and Mr. Har- 


* rington, his Executors.” „Oh! 


% may he live to enjoy it all!“ re- 


ply'd Loniſa;, * and may the Al- 


mighty protect and bleſs him, whi- 


* therſoever he goes. This is too 
« much! I can never deſerve o ex- 
„ cellent a Man!“ 


On Mrs. Harcourt and Amelia's 


leaving the Chamber, Mrs. Selin 
embrac'd Louiſa, and ſaid, « I aſſur'd 


= you, 


«© with its choiceſt Bleſſings 


(gr ) 


„ you, my Dear, if it lay in my 


« Power, I would make you happy. 


« There is a pleaſing Proſpect before 
« us, and I hope nothing will happen + 


to damp our Joy. Mr. Eggleſton is 
« a Man of Honour, and will per- 
„ form all he has promis'd ; and your 


« Union with him, who is deſerving 
te of your Love, will give Pleaſure to 
„your Friends, and is the Wiſh of 
e their Hearts.“ 

« Oh! Madam!” reply'd Louiſe, 
% how can 1 thank you as I ought ! 
« My Heart overflows with Grati- 
« tude, for your Goodneſs but I 
% want Words to expreſs its Feel- 
« ings !” Then, falling on her Knees, 
ſhe ſaid, © May Heaven reward you, 
And 


e may I, weak Inſtrument as I am, be 
* enabled to contribute ſomething to 
1 your 


Ln 

« your Happineſs, by 'my Behavi- 
« our—my Duty——my Love.” 

Mrs. Sekvin, charm'd with her Sen- 
ſibility, took her by the Hand, and 
rais'd her from that humble Poſture. 
She led the young Lady to her Cham- 
ber, embrac'd her with great Affection, 
and wiſh'd her a good Night. 


CHAP. XXL 


Mr. Eggleſton declares his Paſſion to 
Louiſa, and is happy in her Love. 
The Lovers part, and Mr. Eggleſton 
embarks fer Jamaica, 5 


HERE was a happy Alteration 
in the Mind and Countenance 
of Mr. Eggleſton, ſince Mrs. Selwin 

had aſſur'd him of Loai/a's Eſteem. 
| His 


(93) 


His Doubts and Fears began to va- 
niſh, and the pleaſing Proſpect of 
an exalted Felicity brighten'd to his 
View. 


While he was making the neceſſary 


Preparations for his Voyage, Mr. Har- 
court and Charles came to pay him a 
Viſit, He receiv'd them with that 


noble and generous Freedom, which 


is expreſſive of the Sincerity of the 
Heart. We are come, my dear 


« Friend,” ſaid Mr. Harcourt, ſmil- 


ing, to ſee how you ſpend your 
„Time; and, if you have no parti- 
« cular Engagement, to take you 
« Home with us.” 

« My good Sir,” reply'd Mr. Eg- 
gleſton, I am always happy in the 
« Company of ſuch worthy Friends, 
« and I could wiſh to paſs the Re- 
*« mainder of my Life in ſuch an 

« agreeable 
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= agreeable 1 I ſhall have ſet- 


« tled all my Affairs this Evening 
„Tomorrow, and the following Day, 
will give myſelf the Pleaſure to 
« ſpend with you——and, on the 
third Day, I muſt fer out for 
„ Graveſend, in order to embark for 


Jamaica, as the Ship will ſoon be 


ready to ſail.” | 
As the Gentlemen expreſs'd ſome 
Concern at his leaving them ſo foon— 


He told them, that his Return would 


be the earlier; and that, he hop'd, 


he ſhould never be under the Neceſ- 


ſity of leaving England any more. 
He infifted on their taking ſome Re- 


freſhment and entertain'd them 


with a chearful Politeneſs, during 


their Stay, At taking Leave, they 


reminded him of his Promiſe ; which 
he aſlur'd them, if he had Life and 
| | Health, 
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Health, he would punctually per- 


form. 

The next Morning Mr. Eggleſton 
went to Mr, Harcourt's, where he was 
receiv'd with the ſincereſt Friendſhip, 
He ſcem'd more than commonly 
cheartul, which render'd liis Company 
extremely agreeable. Louiſa beheld 
him with a feeling Heart; but ſhe 
ſuppreſs'd her Fears, and behav'd with 
great Affability. N 

Mr. Bartlett, having been inform'd 
of the Time of Mr. Eggleſton's De- 
parture, came to invite that Gentle- 
man and his Friends to Dinner. They 
went, and were elegantly entertain'd. 


The Remainder of the Day was ſpent 


in Converſation; and, at parting, Mr. 
Bartlett, taking Mr. Harcourt by the 


Hand, ſaid, My dear Friend, we 


£ will come to your Houſe Tomor- 
„ row; 
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*<© r; Where we will take Leave of 
« Mr. Eggleſton, and heartily wiſh him 
a good Voyage.“ 

Mr. Eggleſtan roſe betimes the next 
Morning, and took a Walk in the 
Garden. He'had not been long there, 
When he ſaw Mrs. Sekvin and Loui/a 
approach towards him. He paid 
them a polite Compliment on their 
early Riſing, which Mrs. Selwin re- 
turn'd with great Good-Nature—— 
and ſaid, Sir, I embrace this Op- 
„ portunity to inform you, that your 
*« unbounded Generoſity to this young 
Lady, really diſtreſſes her; and ſhe 
«.wiſhes you to beſtow, what you 
* kindly intended for her, on ſome of 
«+ your Relations, who may be more 
40 2 and have certainly a.bet- 

«ter Right to it.“ 


« Since 


CR 
« Since the Death of my Uncle, 
« Madam,” reply'd Mr Egsleſton, 
<« there are none of my Father's Fa- 


« mily living, but myſelf. My Mo- 


« ther's ſurviving Relations are very 


« few, and have plentiful Fortunes, 
« As I have an undoubted Right to 


« diſpoſe of my Eſtate as I think pro- 
* per, I know no Perſon ſo deſerving 
as the amiable Louiſa ; who, were 
« the Indies at my Diſpoſal, as juſtly 


nas my Eſtate, ſhould poſſeſs them 


all and, could I be fo happy as 
„to obtain her Love, ſhould doat on 
the Exchange.” 

% Your generous and polite Beha- 
« your, Sir,” ſaid Mrs. Seltoin, „and 


% your ſpeedy Departure, lay me un- 


« der the Neceſſity of treating you 


« with the greateſt Sincerity. I will 


freely acknowledge that Louiſa loves 
Vol. |} G « you. 
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« you. I have already promis'd you 
„% my Conſent to your Union, and 
« affir'd you that it will be agree- 
«able to her Friends. Her Fortune 
«< we will ſettle hereafter, Obtain 
«the Conſent of the Beloved of our 
Hearts, and your ſafe Return will 
„make us all happy.“ 
Mrs. Selwin then deſir'd Mr. Eg- 
gleſton would excuſe her for a few Mi- 
nutes, and went into the Houſe. 
That Gentleman approach'd the 
young Lady with great Politeneſs and 
Refpect——and ſaid, And does the 
„ adorable Louiſa really condeſcend 
ce to bleſs me with her Love! Oh! 
«(ſpeak the dear, the enchanting 
* Words !—— Confirm it with thoſe 
<« lovely Lips, and make me bleſs'd- 
indeed !“. 


„Though 


(99 ) 

6 Though it may ſeem, Sir,” res 
ply'd Louiſa, rather inconſiſtent with 
« Female, Delicacy to make ſo frank 
« g Confeſſion——yet the Wiſh of 
« my Friends, your Merit, Genero> 
« firy and ſpeedy Departure, have 


« prevail'd on me to own——that 
« u and you only——have Poſ- 


« ſeſſion of my Heart: And, that I 
* may contribute all that lies in my 


Power to your Happineſs, I ſin- 


« cerely promiſe never to marry any 
« other Perſon, whilſt you live.“ 

 & Deareſt and lovelieſt of the faireſt 
c Sex,” ſaid Mr. Eggleſton, © what 
% Raptures do I now feel! What 
„ ſupreme Felicity do I now enjoy, 
« by your obliging Condeſcenſion ! 


« Oh! may I live live to admire 


te ſueh Excellence——and to expreſs 
— D Gratitude, by all the endear- 
G 2 &* ing 
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e ing Tenderneſs of Love] Content 


* and Peace will now attend me, in 
* my Travels; and, at my Return, 


«Oh! what a bliſsful Proſpect opens 


© to my View 
TLouiſa then gave her Lover the 
ſtrongeſt Aſſurance of an everlaſting 
Affection, which he heard with a 
heart-felt Joy. Seeing Mrs. Sekvin 
enter the Garden, they met her witli 
great Reſpect. I ſee,” ſaid that 
Lady, ſmiling, © that your Minds 
are at Eaſe, and it gives me great 
« Pleaſure, I have brought you, my 
« dear Sir, this, as a Token of my 
« Eſteem,” preſenting him a Dia- 


mond Ring, of great Value; which 


“ intreat you to wear, for my Sake.” 
He very politely receiv'd the Preſent, 


took one of the ſame Kind from his 


Finger, and put the other on; then, 


* to Tauiſa, he ſaid, „It will 
greatly 


ww, aw — Ev 
Y 


Sq 


6 greatly oblige me, if the Beloved of 


«© my Heart will wear this, for the 


Sake of her Eggleſton.” The young 


Lady bluſh'd, and look'd at Mrs. Sel- 
win; who, giving her a Smile of Ap- 


probation, ſhe took-it-with a becom- 


ing Grace, and put it on her Finger. 
On Amelia's entering the Garden, 


the Converſation turn'd on Mr. Eg- 
gleſton's Voyage; and, when they had 


walk'd awhile, a Servant inform'd them 
Breakfaſt was ready. 

The Company in the Parlour were 
all chearful——and Mr. Harcourt faid, 


.he would have one happy Day, before 


Mr. Eggleſton left them. He had in- 
vited ſeveral of his Friends to Dinner, 


that they might bid him Farewel. 
Soon after Breakfaſt the Ladies retir'd 
to Dreſs, and the Gentlemen took an 
A. While they were dreſſing, 
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Mrs. Sekvin inform'd her Siſter and 
Amelia of what had paſs'd that Morn- 
ing in the Garden, between Mr. Eg- 
gieſton and Lauiſa, which 1 heard 
with great Satisfaction. 

All that were invited came; the 
Table was elegantly and plentifully 
cover'd, and the Converſation ſpright- 
ly and entertaining. Lowiſa's Beha- 
viour was remarkably polite, which 
gave her Lover and Friends infinite 
Pleaſure, Mr. Harcourt gave the firſt 
Toaſt; which was, A proſperous Voyage 
and ſafe Return to Mr. Epgleſton— 
and it was the ſincere um of all the 
Company. 

The Ladies retir'd for ſome Time ; 
when they return'd, Mrs. Harcourt 
went to the Harpſichord, and the Gen- 
tlemen took different Inſtruments. 
As they PR ſeveral celebrated 

Pieces 


{ 1203 ?) | 
'Pieces of Muſick, the Ladies went to 
it alternately, and: their Performances 


were greatly admir'd. Amelia, at the 


private Requeſt of Louiſa, ſung the 


following Lines, accompany' d by the 
Band: | 


ec Pow'rful Guardians of all Nature, 
„ Oh! preſerve the Man we love! 
wy Keep, from Danger, the dear Creature; 
4 Virtue, ſure, has Charms to move. 


As this was deſign'd as a Compli- 


ment to Mr. Eggleſton, it met with 


univerſal Approbation, and was per- 


formd twice; which diſtinguiſhing 
Mark of the Affection of his Friends, 


drew from that Gentleman many po- 
lite Acknowledgements. Henrietin 
and Louiſa follow'd the Example of 


Amelia, and ſung ſeveral favourite 


_ — rr rr —j—rð—r —U——r—⁵,ðẽpͥ́᷑́ ĩ?.T.ß.—ß—ß5v5ßß———r—r———ß—ß—ñůů—ß—r0—rꝛ—ßjꝙ— 
—— 6 "Woo Vs 5 * E = — 2 — — — 
2 yn = bs = — — 


3 — N— — ———— ———— — 
3 ” * n : nee — pe - — 2 : - — — * * — — — * Mn * 
I => = . I -— x j Roe IE 5 — — — A 5 
— — T — -- — — - = —Y = : - "IS 2 2 k & es "WE ” 2 - 
— ES IE — IE SEEDS.” — * == = — . 
- — CE 


— 9 LE — 2 
23 SEE A 


— — 2 
” x; a. * 
2 2 


— 


— ͤ— ̃ ̃ ꝛ ¶ 
— —  —_—_ hk 


OL DI IS © 


— 
- - 


— 


— — — 
% = <-W8- 


us 
a7 
1 
j 
9 
4 
. 
A 

g 

* 


— — 2 


7 —— 
n 
—— gt 


* 


| ( 104 ) 

Airs, which very juſtly met with the 
higheſt Applauſe. 
In order. to vary the Entertain- 
ments of the Day, and to enjoy it 
with the ſame Chearfulneſs, they had 
a Ball in the Evening. The Ladies 
and Gentlemen danc'd Minuets for 
ſome Time, and Louiſa had her 
beloved Partner, Their Movements 
were inexpreſſibly enchanting, and 
their Attitudes had a peculiar Grace 
and Dignity. 

After Supper, the Company join'd 
in Country Dances; and the Day was 
concluded with that ſocial Happineſs, 
which only ſincere Friendſhip and a 
_ hearty Welcome are capable to give. 

Many good Wiſhes, for Health and 
Safety, did Mr. Eggleſton receive from 
the Company, at parting——for which 


he . them his unfeigned Thanks. 
As 


(105) 
As he propos'd to ſet out very early 
the next Morning, and Charles and 


Frederick had promis'd to fee him 


embark, he took an affectionate Leave 
of Mr. and Mrs. Harcourt and Mrs. 
Selwin. When he went to ſalute 
Louiſa, though ſhe had ſuppreſs'd her 
Tears, and behav'd with -a becoming 
Fortitude during the Day, yet he ap- 
proach*d her with ſo much Tenderneſs 
and Reſpect, that the pearly Drops 

fell from her lovely Eyes. He ſaw 
them, and was greatly affected. He 
ſooth'd her, with the moſt endearing 
Aſſurances of everlaſting Love—— 


and chear'd her, with the Hopes of a 
happy Meeting, never to part again. 


She pray'd for his Health and Safety, 
wiſh'd him every Happineſs this World 
could give, and retir'd with Mrs, Se/- 
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in to give Way to a Weakneſs, ſhe 
Was no longer able to conceal. 
That the beloved Lows might not 

be diſtreſs'd by another Interview, 
Mr. Eggięſton roſe the next Morning 
at Four o'Clock-; and about Five, 
that Gentleman, Charles, and Frede- 
rict, ſet out for London, attended by 
their Servants. They arriv'd there in 
che Afternoon, and lay at Mrs. Sel- 
in's Houſe in Bond-Street ; for her 
Servants had receiv'd Notice of their 
coming, and had prepar'd for their 
Reception. 
Buy Noon, the following Day, they 
got to Graveſend, and din'd aboard 
che Lovely Nancy, Capt. Smith, Com- 
mander. After Dinner, and drinking 
a few Glaſſes of Punch with the Cap- 
tain, theſe ſincere Friends parted with 
enutual Regret, Charles and Frede- 


Tick 


(7). 
rick lay that Night at Mrs. Selwiw's, 
and the next Evening arriv'd ſafe at 


their Houſes in Oxfordfbire. 


CHAP. XXII. 


Mr. Harcourt's Illneſs, and Death. 


Grief of the Family. A Stranger vi- 


fits Mrs. Selwin. An Inflance of 


that Lady's Goodneſs of Heart. 


T gave great Satisfaction to Mr. 


 Eggleſton's Friends, to hear that 
Charles and Frederick left him in good 
Health. Louiſa was rather melan- 


choly for ſome Days; but, by the 


Prudence and Tenderneſs of Mrs. 


Selwin, ſhe was reſtor'd to her uſual 


Serenity. 
As Louiſa took great Delight in 


Reading, Mrs, Selwin furniſh'd her 
Wich 
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with a ſelect Collection of the Works ef 
our beſt Authors. She would frequent- 
Iy hear that young Lady read; and, 
when any Paſſage appear'd obſcure, 
would render it intelligible. By this 
Means ſhe ripen'd her Judgment, and 
 improvid her Morals—Needle-work, 
Painting in Miniature and Muſick, 
were alſo the Amuſements of her 
leiſure Hours, 

As Charles's three Sons had been 
ſome Years at a Boarding-School, he 
thought it was now Time to ſend Am- 
 eroſe, his eldeſt, to the Univerſity, He 

conſulted his Maſter, who aſſur'd him 
he was qualified: He therefore plac'd 
him at Oxford, that he might fre- 
quently have an Opportunity to ſee 
him; andallow'd him, every Quarter, 
a Sum ſufficient to * l Com- 
cual Ye ne ies 

| V 


(% * 
The Tranquility of Mr. Harcourt” 


Family was now interrupted, by a 
very mournful Event. That Gentle 


man was ſeiz d with a Cold, which at ; 


firſt appear'd of no bad Conſequence z ; 


but, at length, terminated in a vio- 
lent Fever. The Doctor added Friend- 
ſhip to his Skill, and attended him 
with the greateſt Aſſiduity; but not- 
withſtanding all their Tenderneſs and 
Care, and the Aſſiſtance of two other 
Phyſictans, after an Illneſs of nine 
Days, he died. ! | 

Mrs. Harcourt's Grief, on this Oc- 
caſion, is not to be expreſs'd——and 


indeed the whole Family ſincerely la- 


mented the Loſs of him. He was 
buried in a Manner ſuitable to his 


Rank in Life. Many of his Friends, 
in real Sorrow, attended the Solemni- 


. ty ; and ſeveral poor People, who had 


often 
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| often partook of his Bounty, wept over 
his Grave. . 


Mr. Harcourt. beauenked ſeveral 
Legacies to his Relations and Friends, 
but left the Bulk of his Fortune to 
his Lady. She remain'd for ſome 
Time inconſolable; at length Reaſon 
and Religion came to her Aid, and 
ſhe became more reſign'd. She like- 


wiſe receiv'd much Conſolation from 


the prudent Advice and endearing Be- 
haviour of Mrs. Sehvin——for never 
did Siſters love each other with greater 


SiNcetity. 


| Sometime after the Death of her 
Brother, Mrs. Seltvin took her. Sifter 
and Louiſa to London; thinking that 
a Change of Place, and innocent 
Amuſements, might relieve their Me- 
lancholy, and divert their Minds. 


This, in a little Time, had tlie defir'd 
Effect, 


« Name, Mad 
«is Folly; and I am come, at the 


(rr) 
Effect, and they began to enjoy their 
former Tranquility. 

One Day, while they were in Mags 
don, a Woman came to Mrs. Selwin's, 


and defir'd to ſpeak with her. Being 


rather meanly dreſs'd, though her Be- 


haviour was genteel, the Servant aſk'd, 


if he could not deliver her Meſſage ? 
She ſaid, her Buſineſs was of ſome 
Conſequence, and begg'd ſhe might be 
permitted to ſee his Lady. 

She was ſhewn into a a- eben 
and Mrs. Sekvin went to her. My 
am,” ſaid the Stranger, 


% Requeſt. of a dying Huſband,. to- 


© confeſs a Crime he has been guilty 


66 of, and to implore your Forgive- 
„ neſs.” * I know no Perſon of that 


_ « Name,” . Mrs. delwin . 
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4c nor am I Nn with any In- 
« jury he has done me.“ 

« Lord F.“ anſwer'd the Stranger, 
« by the Offer of a large Reward, 
< prevail'd on my Huſband; though 
« he knew his Lordſhip's Deſign was 
ce diſhonourable, to ſeize the young 
Lady that is under your Protection, 
& who was then at a Gentleman's 
« Houſe in Oxfordſbire; and to con- 
« duct her to a Place at ſome Diſtance, 
< where his Lordſhip waited to receive 
« her. Mr. Folly, ſeeing the young 
« Lady one Evening in the Garden, 
“ pretended to fall from his Horſe, 
« and to be in a Fit. One of his Ac- 
e complices begg'd the Lady's Aſſiſt- 
« ance; and, by that Artifice, got 
< her into the Road, ſtopp'd her 
Mouth with a Handkerchief, and 


e thruſt her into a Poſt-Chaiſe. He 
on < lays, 


Ws (Ov w 


(113) 


ſays, they had certainly carried her 


te off, had not her Shrieks alarm'd 
« ſome Perſons who, happen'd to be 
« near; who inſtantly came to her 
« Aſiſtance, and ſav'd her from in- 
« evitable Ruin.“ 

By your Account, Mrs. Foll * 
ſaid Mrs. Selwin, Lord F. was 
te the Projector of this Conſpiracy 
ce pray what is become of his Lord- 
«* ſhip?” © Finding, Madam, reply d 
Mrs. Folly, © his baſe Deſign was 
« fruſtrated, he went to France, and 


« from France to Baby; where, living 
« pretty freely, he was ſeiz'd with a 


“Fever, and died.” I hope,” ſaid 
Mrs. Selwin, * he had Time to re- 


spent, and I freely forgive him. 


« The Story you have related I be- 
« lieve to be true, in every. Circum- 
& ſtance, but one; and that is, your 
Vol.. II. H « Huſ- 


| (114) 
“ Huſband caus d one of my Brother's 
* Seryants to be ſeiz d, by Miſtake, 
<« inſtead of the young Lady his Lord- 
ec ſhip wanted.“ 

Mrs. Sehwin then kindly enquir d, 
whether her Huſband was in real 
Want? His Neceſſity, Madam,“ 
faid Mrs. Folly, is now very great. 
« He has ſpent his own Eſtate and my 
* Fortune among Rakes and lewd 
Women, and is now dying in a 
. Jail.“ The good Lady was greatly 
affected to bear that; and though 
his Crime deſerv'd Puniſhment, in- 

ſtead of a Benefaction, ſhe took out 
her Purſe, and gave her ten Guineas; 
ſaying, Diſpoſe of theſe in the beſt 
„Manner you can Farneſtly ex- 
ghort your Huſband to repent 


* and aſſure bop: of my Forgiveneſs, 
« as 


A When Mercy ſeaſons Juſtice, " 


(ns) 


« as that may contribute ſomething to 


« his Peace.” | 
Mrs. Folly beſtow'd many Thanks 


and Bleſſings on her kind Benefac- 


treſs, and departed in Tears; and 
Mrs. Sckvin's Heart rejoic'd, to think 


(he had it in her Power to return Gd 


for Eyil. For, as S bakeſpear ſays; 
6 The Quality of Mercy is not ſtrain'd ; 


« It drops , as does the gentle Dew from Heay n, 
« Upon the Place beneath. It is twice bleſt, 
It bleſſes him that gives, and him that takes: 
4 is mightieſt in the Mightieſt. It becomes 
6 "The crowned Monarch, better than hig 
Crown; 2 5 


And earthly Power does then ſeem moſt di- 


vine, 


Hz CHAP. 


ene} 


CHAP. XXII. 


Mr. Eggleſton s Arrival. Joyful Meet. 
ing io the Lovers. 


RS. Selwin related to her Siſter 
all that' Mrs. Folly had told 
and they obſery'd, that their 
Suſpicion of Lord F. was not unjuſt. 
They reflected on the common Fate 
of Villainy—and lamented the dread- 
ful Situation of that unhappy Wretch, 
who was employ'd by: his Lordſhip to 
ſeize Louiſa. 
The Time of Mourning for Mr. 
Harcourt being expir'd, and Mr, Eg- 
gleſton ſhortly expected Home, Mrs. 
Selwin conſulted with her Siſter con- 
cerning their Return to Oxfordſbire. 
N inding it would be agrecable to that 
Lady, 


15 
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Lady, and knowing that Louiſa was 
anxious to be there, in a few Days 
they ſet out for, and arriv'd at Mrs, 
Harcourt's. | 

The Ladies ſoon receiv'd the Compli- 
ments and good Wiſhes of their worthy 
Friends. They viſited, and received 


their Viſits with Chearfulneſs, and 


again enjoy'd the Benefits and Bleſ- 
ſings of Society, The Poor rejoic'd, 


when they heard of their Arrival; 
.and, from their Bounty, ofrendound a 5 


cn Relief. 

As the Ladies took great Delight 
in the Garden, when the "Weather was 
fine, they paſs'd a conſiderable Part 
of their Time there. One Day, while 
they were very attentively looking at 
ſome beautiful Flowers, they heard 
the Sound of ſome Feet moving 


haſtily towards them; when, turning 
H 3 round, 


(6 118 

round, to their agreeable Surprize, 
they beheld Charles ma. Ex- 
gigſton. 
He ſaluted them with that tender 
and affectionate Freedom, whith ex- 
preſſes both the Gentleman and the 
Friend and they receiv'd him with 
all the Demonſtrations of Joy and 
Love. After ſome Converſation, Mrs. 
Sekvin took an Opportunity to ac- 
quaint him of her Brothet's Death. 
He was greatly affected, to hear of 
their Loſs; but coticeal'd his Inquie- 
tude, as much as poſſible, from Mrs. 
Harcourt and Family, left it might 
_ occaſion a Renewal of their Grief. 
Mr. Bartlett, Mr. Harrington, and 
their Families, came to congratulate 
Mr. Eggleſton, on his ſafe Arrival in 
England; who return'd them fincere 
Thanks, for thoſe kind Tokens of their 
Friend- 


(199 | 
Friendſhip. After Dinner, they pafs' dd 
ſome Hours in agreeable Converſa- 
tion; and at parting, expreſs'd the 
Pleaſure it gave them, to ſee Mr. Eg- 
| tighten return'd in Health and Safety. 
In the Evening, when the Family 
and Mr. Eggleſton were retir d to the 
Parlour, Mrs. Selwin aſk'd that Gen« 
*tleman, if his Voyage had prov'd 
agreeable ? and whether he had fettled 
this Affairs in Jamaica to his Satisfaq- 
tion? © At Graveſend, Madam,“ ſaid. 
Mr. Eggleſton, TI went aboard the 
Lovely Nancy, Capt. Smith, Com- 
* jmnander. She had not Hard fax, 
« before 1 was taken, as moſt young 
ee Sailors are, extremely Sick. My 
et Diſorder was violent, but its Dura- 
e tion was ſhort. As living aboard 
y as entirely a new Scene to me, it 
pee appear 'd at firſt irkſome and diſa- 

H 4 greeable; 
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cc greeable; but I was better recon- 
« cil'd to it, after a few Days ſailing. 
« We were ten Weeks and two 
Pays in our Paſſage, and nothing 
© very remarkable happen'd during 
* our Voyage. We anchor'd at Port- 
* Royal, and I went aſhore and took 
ec Poſſeſſion of my late Uncle's Ef. 
<« fects. I was very reſpectfully treat- 
ed by the Merchants who were left 
« in Truſt, and they diſpos'd of every 
Thing to the beſt Advantage; and, 
indeed, I receiv'd great Civility 
hay en many of the Inhabitants. 
* was entirely ſatisfy'd with the 
60 Conduct of my Truſtees; who ſold, 
«what was} left me by Will, for 
u upwards of Thirty-five Thouſand 
Pounds. I made them genteel Pre- 
« ſents, ſettled my Affairs as ſoon as 
ws = Pollibie, and went aboard the Ex- 
* * = 
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« edition, Capt. Morgan, Comman- 
« der, accompany'd by ſeveral Friends, 
e We had a good Paſlage, as the 
“Captain inform'd me, being only 
% nine Weeks and three Days, from 
our failing from Pori-Royal to our 
ce caſting Anchor at Graveſend. 

— enjoy'd my Health very well, 
ce while I remain'd at Jamaica; but, 
« as I was chiefly engag'd in Buſineſs | 
and Viſits, my Knowledge of that 
Aland muſt be very imperfect. If 
6c your Curioſity ſhould excite you to 
« be acquainted with its preſent State, 
there are Travellers who have gi- 

' ven very accurate Deſcriptions of i it, 
« and from whoſe Writings you may 
receive entire Satisfaction. 

I have left ſeveral Things aboard, 

« ſome of which I deſign for Pre- 
— ſents—and given the Captain a Di- 
Mm, rection 
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- #rettion where to ſend them to me. 
1 made all the Speed I could into 
* Oxfordſbire, being anxious to ſec 
* my worthy Friends, and to enjoy 
< the Pleaſure of their Company. 
„ And now, my dear Louiſa, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the young Lady, 

* we meet, I hope, to part no more.” 
Mr. Eggleſton roſe early the next 
Morning, and ſoon after was favour'd 
with the Company of Mrs. Sekvin and 
Louiſa. He entreated that Lady to 
domplete his Happineſs, by naming 
the Day when the Hands of twe 
Lovers ſhould be join'd, whoſe Hearts 
were already united by the ſtrongeſt 
Bands. She aſſur'd him, that ſhe fin- 
cerely wiſh'd to promote their Feli- 
city; and that after Breakfaſt, in the 
Preſence of her F riends, the Time 
ſhould 


(6123) 
ſhould be fix d for the Celebration of 
their Marriage. 

By a general Conſent, that Day 
Porta was 4ppointed for the Wed- 
ding. Mrs. Selin defir'd they might 
be married in London at the fame 
Church, and by the ſame Gentleman, 
if living, that join'd the Hand of 
Charles to his beloved Amelia's. This 
was agreed tothe Lovers were 
extremely happy, and they paſs'd 
their Time in innocent Amuſements, 
or in the enjoying the agreeable Con- 

verſation of their arniable Friends. 
Mrs. Seltvin, having ſettled ſome 
Particulats with Mrs. Harcourt and 
| Amelia concerning the Wedding, ſet 
out for London, accompany'd by Mr. 
Egęleſton and Louiſa, in order to make 

Preparations for it. 


While 


AMY 
| While the Cloaths, &c. were get- 
ting ready, Mr. Eggleſton went to 
Capt. Morgan, and deſir'd he would 
ſend his Effects to Mrs. Selwin's, in 
Bond- Street. T hey were ſent, as de- 
 Hir'd, and were chiefly intended for 
Preſents to his Friends. 

The Day before that which was 
fix'd for the Nuptials of this amiable 
Couple, Mrs. Harcourt, Charles, Ame- 
Alia, their eldeſt Son, Mr. Bartlett, 
Mr. Harrington, and their Families, 
arriv'd at Mrs. Selwins. This was a 
Joyful Meeting, eſpecially to our Lo- 
vers, as it preſented to them the plea- 
Ting Proſpect of ſhortly arriving at 
the Summit of their Happineſs. 


CHAP. 


Wb 
© H A P. XXIV; 


_ 8 Diſcovery. A Wedding. Ano- 
ther Juſtance of Mr. Eggleſton's 
0 ene | | 


F E R Tea, Mrs. Selwin, ad- 
L XA. drefling herſelf to the Company, 
ſaid, © My dear Friends, I have- 
“ ſomething of Conſequence to im- 
© part to Louiſa ;. and entreat your 
0 Permiſſion to retire with that young 
Lady for a ſhort Time.“ They 
bovw'd their Aſſent. Then, taking 
her by the Hand, they paid their 
Obeiſance, and retir'd to another 
Apartment. 

When Mrs. Selin had ſhut the 
Door, ſhe led Loviſe to a Seat, She 


(2126 ) 
fat down by her; and, with a benign 
Countenance, ſaid, I have more 
<« than once inform'd you, my Dear, 
te that your Parents were living; that 
they were Perſons of Merit and 
Fortune; and that the Tune would 
& come, when they would receive you 
ce to their Arms with the moſt en- 
« dearing Tenderneſs=——lI. have now 
te the Pleaſure to aſſure you, that yau 
% are the Darling of their Hearts; 
<« and that you will, this Evening, be 
« bleſs'd with the Embraceg of the 
e beit of Parents.“ 

„ Oh! Madam!” reply'd Louiſa, 

« theſe are joyful Tydings indeed 

« Let me thus,” falling on her Knees, 
and embracing Mrs. Selwin, * pour 

out the Overflowings of a grateful 

<« Heart in Thanks, for here they are 

OT due.” The good Lady rais'd 


her 


Char] 

ber from that humble Poſture ; and; 
after many Aſſurances gf an everlaſt- 
ing Affection, led her to the Com- 
pany, in order to make the happy 
Diſcovery. Z 

When they enter d the Dining · 
Room, all the Company roſe from 
their Seats, and Mrs. Sehoin led Louiſa 
to Charles and Amelia, who ſtood ready 
to embrace her. Receive, my dear 
« Mr, and Mrs. Bartlett,” ſaid ſhe, 

your amiable Daughter ——Behold, 
« my beloved Louiſa, in theſe my 
* worthy Relations, the beſt. of Pa- 
<© rents, to whoſe Protection and Care 
* now reſign you.“ Then, letting 
go her Hand, Laiſa fell on her 
Knees, and implor'd their Bleſſings. 
They bleſs'd, rais'd,, and embrac'd 
her, with true parental Love Mrs. 
Harcourt did the ſame——And her 
Brother 


W - > 9 
Brother came and faluted her, and 
aid, he was happy | in finding ſo love- 
ly a Siſte pr. 

All this was a Myſtery to Mr. Eg- 
glaſton, which he knew not how to 
unravel. Mrs. Sekvin, ſeeing his Em- 
barraſſment, addreſs'd herſelf to him, 
and ſaid, © I am ſenſible, Sir, of your 
& Perplexity, and will deliver you 
« from it as ſoon as I can. 4 

« You muſt know then, that the 
Merit, and the many kind Offices 
e the younger Mr. Bartlett had done 

our Family, laid my late Brother 
&« under an Obligation to reward him, 
« by giving him his Daughter, and 
ee all Parties conſented to their Union; 
te but, before they were married, he 
e unjuſtly entertain'd a Reſentment 
* {+ againſt the young Gentleman's Fa- 

ther, 
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tc ther, on Account of an Election for 
« Members of Parliament. 
He carried it ſo far, that there 
dc were little Hopes of a Reconcilia- 
«© tion. This greatly diſtreſs'd the 
young People, and gave their 
Friends Abundance of Uneaſineſs. 
& My Siſter and I conſulted together, 
and we found out a Way to make 
* them happy. I took Amelia to Lon- 
ce Jon with me; and the younger Mr. 
« Bartlett was or by her, that 
« his Viſits at my Houſe would not 
c be W omen In ſhort, they 
& were married and the younger 
« Mr. Harrington, Henrietta and my- 
<« ſelf, were at the Wedding. 
* Some Time after, Mr. Harcourt's 
« Houſe was in Flames, through the 
Careleſſneſs of a Servant; and, in 
all Probability, all the Family 
Vol. II. 3 _ « would 
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« would have periſh'd, had they nor 
<« happily been preſerv'd by Lauiſas 
„ Father, who ſav'd my Brother and 
« Siſter, at the Hazard of his own 
Life. | 
_ + Ids laudable Action reſtor d the 
| 4 two Families to their former Friend- 
= „ ſhip. Mr. Harcourt again conſent- 
| ed to their, Union; but, as they 
__ « yere married before, we were 
ee oblig'd to make uſe of a Stratagem. 
„He happen'd,. at that Time, to 
e be afflicted with the Gout——and 
J took that Opportunity to tell 
him, that Amelia requeſted the 
0 „ Wedding might be as private as 
3 s Poſſible ; and, if he had no par- 
| © ticular Objection, would be _ 
| 
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to have the Ceremony perform'd 

at London, He very readily eon- || 

T. ſented, and all thaſe who were at! 
| „the 
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e the real Wedding went to my Floufe 
in Bond- Stress. 


c We went tan 4 Chureh; 


0 and ſo contriv'd it, that even our 


cc own Servants thought they were 
* then married. We paſg'd the Re- 
* mainder of the Day at Richmond, 


e and every Thing had the Appear- 
Vance of a Wedding. We return'd 
* ta Oxferdfbire, where we receiv'd 


de the Compliments of our Friends 


«and Acquaintance. Some Time af- 


te ter, fearing Amelia's Condition 
« ſhould render us liable to Suſpi- 
„ Cion, I took her again to Eondon, 
< and there ſhe was ſafely deliver'd of 
« the lovely Lauiſa, to the inexpreſ- 
5 ſible Joy of her Huſband and my- 
« ſelf. 

* provided a Wet-Nurſe for the 


4 dear Infant, in whom 1 could con- 


I ; © de 
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dc fide. We went, as ſoon as we cort- 
e veniently could, to my Brother's, 
and preſented her there by the 
Name of Loniſa Darlington. I told 
* him, it was the Daughter of a 
dear Friend, whom EF highly eſ- 
© teem'd; that ſhe had indeed taken 
« a precipitate” Step, in marrying 
« without the Conſent of her Fa- 
< ther, and therefore I had taken it 
e under my Protection. My Bro- 
<« ther approv*'d my Conduct, and our 
« Stratagem ſucceeded xovrding td 
our Wiſh.” 
Mir. Eggleſton expreſs'd great Sur- 
prize. and Joy, on this Occaſion— 
At length, recollecting himſelf, and 
bowing to Mrs. Sekvin, he ſaid, 
« This Diſcovery, Madam, is an 
« Addition to my Happineſs ; as it 
= contributes to the Felicity of the 
« Beloved 
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'<«« Beloved of my Heart, and unites 


_ « Kindred to F riendſhip. 


It always gives me Pleaſure, 
« Sir,” reply'd Mrs. Sekvin, to ſee 
e my Friends happy; and it ſhall be 


my conſtant Study to make them 
< ſo, if it lies in my Power. We 


have now ſettled every Thing, but 
« Louiſa's Fortune; which, with your 
« rermuſſion, we wlll leave 'till To- 
* morrow.” Mr. Egglefton bow'd his 


Aſſent. The Company now became 
extremely chearful, and it was late 


when they retir'd to their ſeveral 


Apartments. 3 


The happy Day came, in which 
this amiable Pair were to be united 


in the ſilken Bands of Hymen. Louiſa 


appear'd inexpreſſibly charming. She 
was dreſs'd in White Sattin, orna- 


mented with Flowers of Silver; and, 


TS as 


„ 
as 4 Compliment to Mr, Zegizhon, 
ſhe wore the Diamond Necklace, 
Earrings and Ring, which he had 
preſented her, as Tokens of his Love. 
He was dreſs'd in a Suit of White 
Cloth, embroider'd with Silver. The 
Morning was fine, and the Sun never 
ſhone on a lovelier or happier Cou- 


| —— Theſt were a matchleſs Pair; 

_ «© With equal Virtue form'd, and equal Grace; 

c The ſame, diftinguiſh'd by their Sex alone: 

re Hers the mild Luftre of the blooming Morn, 

And his the Radiance of the riſen Day.” - 
TromsoN, 


The other Ladies and Gentlemen 
were dreſs'd ſuitable to the joyful 
Occaſion, They went in three 
Coaches too Church; and 

8 the 


— 


„ 
the worthy Divine being Rill living, 
who 45 Charles and Amelia, at 
Mrs. Sekvin's Requeſt, perform'd the 
Ceremony — after which, ſhe gave 
him an Invitation to Hinder 
When they were return'd to Bond- 
Street, had been bleſs'd by their Pa- 
rents, and the uſual Compliments were 
over, Mrs. Selwin preſented Mr, Eg- 
glefton with Notes to the Amount of 
Twenty Thouſand Pounds. He very 
politely deſir'd he might be excus'd 
the Acceptance but, being ear- 
neſtly entreated by that Lady, and her 
Nephew and Niece, he receiv'd them 

with great Reſpect. | 


He ſoon caſt his Eyes over the 
Notes, and ſaw their Value. He took 
to the Amount of Ten Thouſand 
Pounds, and very affectionately pre- 
ſented them to Louiſas Mamma; 

FI I 4 then, 
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then, taking the other Ten Thouſand, 
he ſaluted Louiſe with great Tender- 
neſs, and ſaid, © Theſe, thou dearly- 
beloved of many worthy Hearts, I 
commit to your Care. They are 
ce entirely at your Diſpoſal— for in 
« your Hands, I am certain, they will 
e be the Inſtruments of Good.” The 
Ladies admir'd his Generoſity, but de- 
clin'd his obliging Offer for ſome 
Time-——But he told them, ſmiling, 
that to meet with a Refuſal, on that 
happy Day, would give a Pp. to 
his Joy, 

The good Miniſter, according to 
Invitation, came to Dinner, and con- 
. gratulated the Company on this joyful 

Occaſion. The Beſt of every Thing 
in Seaſon was provided, and the Ta- 
ble plentifully and elegantly cover'd. 

* Friendſhip and Love, 

diffus'd 
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diffus'd themſelves around it, and the 
Graces ſat triumphant on the Coun- 
tenance of Louiſa. 

After a very agreeable Converſa- 
tion, they had a Concert of Muſick. 
Henrietta, in Compliment to Mr. Zg-. 
gleſton and Louiſa, ſung the following 
Air, which ſhe accompany'd with the 
Harpſichord ; 


« Happy, happy, happy Pair; | 
& None but the Good deſerve the Farr.” 


She ſung it with ſuch a feeling Sen- 
ſibility, and her Choice was ſo ſuita- 
ble to the Occaſion, that ſhe receiv'd 


many Compliments from the Com- 


pany; and, at their particular Requeſt, 


perform'd it a ſecond Time, accom- 


pany'd with the other Inſtruments. 


Amelia and Louiſa lung ſeveral favourite 


Airs; 


—— 
I. 
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Aits; and the Concert being ended, 
the wotthy Miniſter took Leave, wiſh- 
ing the amiable Pair, and all their 
Friends, much Happineſs. Minuets 
and Country-Dances concluded the 
Amuſements of the Day, and never 
was one ſpent in the Enjoyment of 
more ſocial Felicity. 


CHAP. XXV, 
The Concluſion. 


HE next Morning Mr. Eggle- 
1 ion and Louiſa receiv'd the 
| Compliments of their Friends, which 
they return'd with great Affection and 
Politeneſs. After Breakfaſt, Mrs. Sel- 
win propos'd an Airing; which being 
quite agreeable to the Company, they 
Tet out for, and din'd at Richmond. 
6 | In 
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In the Afﬀtetnoon, they took a Walk 


in the Gardens; and, in the Evening, | 


arriv'd at Mrs. Sefwin's, happy in the 


Company and Converſation of Ow 


other. 
After ſpending ſome Time in Lox- 
don with mutual Satisfaction, and hav- 


ing ſeen the Publick Places of Enter- 


rainment, and many of the Curiofities 

in and about it, they return'd to Ox- 
fordfiive 

On their Arrival at Mrs. ener 8, 
they receiv'd the Compliments of all 
their Friends, and of many of the 
neighbouring Gentry, which they re- 
turn'd with you Sincerity and Po- 
liteneſs. 

That Mr. Eggleſton, and his beloved 


Louiſa, might have frequent Oppor- 


tunities of enjoying the Company and 
Converſation of their Relations and 
F * 
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Friends, he Lett his Houſe; and 


purchas'd another, which ſtood at a 


ſmall Diſtance from ir. Herring 


tor” 8. 
Mrs. Sekwin continu'd for ſome 


Time in Oxfordſbire; and, on her 


Return to London, was accompany'd 


by her Siſter, Mr. Eggleſton and Louiſa. 
They often viſited each other 


and 
they, and their Families, enjoy'd all 
the Felicity that Affluence, Virtue, - 
Friendſhip and Love, are capable to 
beſtow. | 
Mr. Eggleton was happy in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of his amiable Loaiſa, and all 


her Wiſhes center'd in him. Fre- 


quently did they relieve the Diſtreſſes 
of the Unfortunate, and took a Plea- 
ſure in doing Good. They liv'd uni- 
verſally belov'd, and ſweeten'd the 


l Lot of Life by mutual En- 
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dearments; being bleſs'd with 
what Mr. Thomſon judiciouſly eſteems 
the Height of human Felicity, 


«« An elegant Sufficiency, Content, 

* Retirement, rural Quiet, Friendſhip, Books, 
«« Progreſlive Virtue, and approving Heav'n. 

e Theſearethe matchleſs Joys of Virtuous Love: ; 

« And thus their Moments fly.“ 
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